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W h a t  A r e  W e  G r o w i n g ?   
O c t o b e r  2 0 2 6  

This spring, I planted seeds in a raised garden bed in our backyard. That may not sound particularly 
noteworthy, but for me it was a bit of an adventure. I grew up in the Milwaukee suburbs and am pretty 
“citi-fied.” Gardening has never really been part of my life, and I certainly wouldn’t describe myself as 
someone who knows what he’s doing.  
 
Still, I decided to start somewhere.  
 
I planted tomatoes, squash, zucchini, and a few other things. I watered. I pulled weeds. I tried to pay 
attention to what seemed to be working and what wasn’t. And then I waited.  
 
That last part may have been the hardest.  
 
You don’t plant a seed one afternoon and come back the next morning to find a tomato waiting for you. 
Growth takes time. For a while, there isn’t much to see at all. Then a small plant appears. It gets a little 
bigger. Eventually there are flowers, then tiny vegetables, and finally something ready to harvest.  
 
By late summer, I was bringing tomatoes, squash, and zucchini into the house. And what surprised me 
most was the abundance. There was more than enough for my family and me. There was enough to share 
with others.  
 
All of that came from deciding to plant a few seeds even though I wasn’t entirely sure what I was doing.  
 
There is something in that experience that reminds me of stewardship and the ministry of the church.  
 
Much of what God accomplishes through us begins with someone simply being willing to start. Someone 
gives for the first time. Someone volunteers even though they have never done that ministry before. 
Someone invites a neighbor. Someone agrees to teach a class, serve a meal, visit someone who is lonely, 
sing in the choir, help with children or youth, or make a financial commitment to the church.  
 
Often, we don’t immediately see what grows from those seeds.  
 
Ministry requires patience. The impact of a gift, an invitation, or an act of service may not be visible 
tomorrow – or even next month. But over time, something begins to grow. A child discovers that church 
is a place where they are loved. Someone going through a difficult season finds a community willing to 
walk alongside them. A person begins to understand God’s grace in a new way. A family finds a place to 
belong. Someone who was helped years ago becomes the person helping someone else.  
 
And very often, what grows becomes larger than we imagined.  
 
Paul writes, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:6). That is a pretty 
good description of stewardship. We plant. We tend. We share what God has entrusted to us. And we 
trust God with what grows from it.  
 
You don’t have to be an expert to plant a seed. You simply have to start.  
 
And when we faithfully plant and tend what God has placed in our hands, we may discover that there is 
not merely enough for us, but an abundance – blessing that can be shared with others in ways we never 
anticipated.  
 
So perhaps this stewardship season is a good time to ask: What are we planting today? What is God 
growing among us? And who might be blessed by the harvest?  

 
Jason Mahnke, Director of Programming & Campaigns,  
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  
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“A Harvest of Love” 
“What does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8) 
    

Can you believe it is already October? 

Recently, I have been amazed at how quickly time goes by. I look at the trees, 
and they seem to be telling me, “It’s fall!” I look at my garden, and it is telling 
me the same thing. But somehow, I still can’t believe that autumn is already 
here! 

The leaves are beginning to change, the air is becoming cooler, and farmers 
are gathering the fruits of their labor. Everywhere we look, we are reminded 
that autumn is a season of harvest. 

But harvest is not only about what grows in our fields. It is also about what 
grows in our hearts, our churches, and our communities. 

Do you remember what our parish theme is? Our theme this year is “Sent to 
Serve, Sent in Love.” This theme reminds us that God sends each of us into 
the world to share God’s love through our words, our actions, and our service. 

The prophet Micah gives us a simple but powerful reminder of what God desires from us: 

“What does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” (Micah 6:8). These words give us a beautiful picture of what it means to be God’s people: Do justice. 
Love kindness. Walk humbly with God. 

And October gives us a wonderful opportunity to celebrate how these words are being lived out in our 
churches and communities. Every October, I look forward to something special. Guess what? It is Laity 
Sunday on October 18! As we have done for several years, our church leaders will share what we have 
accomplished and experienced throughout the year on Laity Sunday. I think of it as a kind of harvest festival 
of faith and ministry. 

God sends each of us into our churches and communities to serve. On this special Sunday, our lay leaders 
will share how we have responded to God’s call. Representatives from our Administrative Council, United 
Methodist Women and United Methodist Men, and our Youth and Children’s Ministry will tell us about the 
ways we have served our churches and communities throughout the year. It will be a wonderful opportunity 
to celebrate not only what we have done, but also what God has done through us. 

Every time we offer a helping hand, visit someone who is lonely, prepare a meal, volunteer in our 
community, welcome a visitor, encourage a friend, or pray for someone in need, we are planting seeds of 
God’s love. 

                                                                                                            CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE            .. 
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FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED… 

Sometimes these acts may seem small. We may not see their results immediately. But just as a farmer 

plants seeds without knowing exactly when or how they will grow, we faithfully serve and trust God with 

the harvest. 

 

As I look around our three churches, I see many seeds being planted. Through worship, fellowship, 

children and youth ministries, visits, community service, prayer, monthly mission projects, and 

countless acts of kindness, you are sharing God’s love in ways that may never receive recognition. Yet 

these acts of love matter. They are seeds.  

And God can bring a harvest from them. 

 

This October, as we enjoy the beauty of the harvest season, I invite you to look not only at the changing 

colors of the trees but also at the harvest of love growing among us. 

 

Where do you see kindness growing? Whom can you serve? Where is God inviting you to plant a seed 

of love? We may not always see the results of our service, but we can trust that God is at work. Our 

calling is simply to be faithful—to do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with our God. 

 

May we continue to be a people who are sent to 

serve and sent in love, planting seeds of faith, hope, 

kindness, and love wherever God sends us. And may 

our lives, our churches, and our communities become a 

beautiful harvest that gives glory to God. 

 

With gratitude and prayers, 

 

Pastor Jenny 

 
9-16-2026, From My Garden 

UMCOR SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS  
 
Special Sundays are designated Sundays each year that deepen the connection between the local church and ministries 
on a global scale. On each unique Sunday, individuals and congregations are encouraged to give to support the church’s 
collective work with a special offering.  
 
This includes efforts to:  
 Alleviate human suffering  
 Engage in social justice  
 Strengthen Native American ministries  
 Provide scholarships for higher education  
 
Below is a list of Special Sundays that support the work of Global Ministries and 
UMCOR. While each  
Sunday has a designated date of celebration, you can donate to support these spe-
cial Sundays any time.  
 
HUMAN RELATIONS DAY – JANUARY 18, 2026 
UMCOR SUNDAY – MARCH 15, 2026 
NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY – APRIL 19, 2026  
UNITED METHODIST STUDENT SUNDAY– MAY 24, 2026 
PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY – MAY 31, 2026 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY – OCTOBER 4, 2026  
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GRANTSBURG:  
CENTRAL NEWS 

Central UMC is holding church services with a 
Zoom service at 9:00 am on Sundays. We are 

looking for volunteers to help out at each 
service.  Sign up sheets are available at the 

church.  We appreciate your willingness to help 
out! 

 
We welcome all children to 'Children's Time' 
during the service, and we are looking for 

volunteers to assist with nursery 
attendance.  

 
We welcome everyone to join us for 

Coffee Fellowship after service 
each Sunday.   

 

Offering Income 

through  

August 2026 

Autumn Leaves Fall 
but the SON Rises! 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

 

Derek & Jenni Stedman 10/3  

Chris Grady 10/8  

Barb Loomis 10/13  

Amy Harmon 10/15  

Cameron Smallwood 10/19  

Derek Stedman 10/23  

Bob Popham 10/26  



Page 6 

  

GRANTSBURG:  MISSIONS, MEETINGS & MISC. 

Ad Council Meeting 
October 20, 2026 

6:30 pm Central UMC Grantsburg Next Meeting:   

October 3rd 

9:00 am at 
Central UMC  

 
 

The United Methodist Men  
typically meet the 2nd Saturday  

of every month at 9 am.  
 

All are welcome! 

 

The United Methodist Women met on September 9th 

to discuss upcoming ministry activities. 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for October 14th  at 

1:00 pm at Central UMC-Grantsburg where plans 

will be made for the November 14th sale! 
 

ALL ARE  WELCOME!! 

 October Mission: Operation Christmas Child 
 

We will continue to support Operation Christmas Child for our 
October Mission.  Throughout the month, we will invite financial 

contributions to this special fund, and collect items for the 
shoeboxes.  

 
(UMW take care of the monetary donations to buy the 
items for shoeboxes.)  Additional information will be 

available at church and on the Mission Board. 
  

Thank you for your continued support and  
generosity for our monthly missions. 

FOODSHELF NEWS 
 

In August, 130 families were served 
and 7230 lbs of food and supplies 
were distributed. Thank you to all 

who support this ministry. 
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INCOME TOWARD   
ATLAS’ BUDGET 

 

Offering:  
 
$ 1840.00   Sept. Offering (Through 9/20) 

 

Thank you for your faithful 
financial support of the ministry  

of Atlas church! 

atlas NEWS 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Next Meeting: 
October 16th 

1:00 pm  

 
In-person (indoor) worship services held Sundays at 
10:00 am.  We will have Coffee Fellowship the 2nd 

Sunday of every month following the service.   
 

Sunday School is at 10:15 am every Sunday morning. 
Bring your kids along-they’ll grow in faith, following 

your example!  
 

We will be needing volunteers so please check the sign 
up sheets if you are able to help. Thank you! 

 

PLANET GREEN  
INK JET RECYCLING PROGRAM 

 
Do you have used ink jet 

cartridges or old cell phones?  
 

Every one that you donate to the 
church provides extra money to 

fund Atlas Church’s Ministry and 
outreach. Thank you for your 

continued support of this program!  

Josie & Pat Grimes 10/10  

Sue Olson 10/12  

Briana Olson 10/16  

Cole Steffen 10/21  

Georgeanne Koons 10/23  

Wendell & Maxine Hauble 10/26  
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October 
Mission:  

 
For the month of 
October Atlas will 

be collecting 
shoeboxes for 

Operation 
Christmas Child. 

 
   

The deadline for donations is November 15th.   
 

Shoeboxes, labels and postage envelopes are all available 
at the church.  Ideas and information will be posted on 

the mission board in the sanctuary. 
 

Influence a child’s life today!   
 

Thank you for your ongoing support!  

LOAVES & FISHES  
FOOD PANTRY  

Monthly  Report ~ August 2026 
 

Households Served    37   
Total People Served     72           
USDA Food Received     1,732# 
Food Going Out  1,985# 
NON-USDA (Donations)   $866 
Volunteer Hours    51 

& 

The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) is a federally funded USDA food 
program, which is administered through the State of Wisconsin Department of Health 

Services and Loaves & Fishes is a recipient agency.  
 

Needs for the month: diced tomatoes, spaghetti sauce, fruit, green beans, Chinese foods, 
saltine crackers, tuna without soy, spices, personal needs. 

 

We can always use more volunteer workers. If interested, please contact Pam Girtz 320-
232-7541 email: girtzp@gmail.com; or Gena Bugno nobug115@yahoo.com 

Mission Information 
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St. Croix falls NEWS 

 

On Communion Sundays, you are invited 
to bring in donations for the SCF Food 
Pantry... just be sure your food items 

have not expired.   
 

On World Communion 
Sunday we collect bread 
and donate the bread to 

the SCF Food Shelf. 
 
 

H E L PI N G  H A N DS  
Volunteers for the month 

 

Liturgist  Karen Sciacca 
Money Counter  Peter Gionis 
Usher Jim Andrews  
Bell Ringer Jim Andrews 
Fellowship Admin Members  
Flowers Women of the Church  
Communion Kathleen & Peter Gionis  
 

Services will be held Sunday’s at 11:15 am.   
 

Check out our website and Facebook page for 
details.  We hope you can join us!   

October Mission 
  

The Sailor Hat Offering for 

October will go towards 

supporting the Butterfly 

House and World Communion 

Sunday equally divided. 

 

St. Croix Falls UMC 
 

The next meeting  
will be October 25th 

 at 12:15 pm. 

 

Karen Sciacca 10/5  

Lynn Hanson 10/9  

Sara Koser 10/22  

Kate Murtaugh 10/26  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim & Karen Sciacca 10/20  

Happy Anniversary 
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ZOOM VIDEO WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

9:00 am Sunday’s  
 

There will be a parish-wide ZOOM video service  at 
9:00 am at Central-Grantsburg  

 

The worship materials will be mailed out to those 
without email, emailed out to everyone in the parish 

we have email addresses for and posted on our 
website. 

 

 The sermon and ZOOM login information will also 
be sent with the service material and posted on our 

website as www.upperstcroixparish.org. 

Our Parish Charge 
Conference will be 
held at 1:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, November 
21st, at Atlas UMC. 

Please mark this date 
on your calendar. 

GO FISH K-UP 
GATHERINGS 

 
October Dates 
10/1 & 10/15 

 

4:00-5:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ages Kindergarten to 5th 
grade please join us for an 

evening of fun!  

YOUTH GROUP 
GATHERINGS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wood Lake Camp  
October 21st   6:00-8:00 pm  

ALL YOUTH ANY AGE 
All Kids- Pumpkin Carving Day  

at Crex Meadows 
October 28th 

5:00-7:30 pm  
 
 
 
 

All Kids Pumpkin Walk  
at Crex Meadows Grantsburg  

October 30th  5:00-8:00 pm  
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O c t o b e r  F u n  
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Look what’s been 
‘happening at church in late 

August & September 

8-25-2026, SPRC ZOOM Meeting, (Paulie 
Kratchmer (G), Pastor Jenny Lee, Sharon Asp 

(SCF), Kathy Gionis (SCF), Karen Sciacca (SCF), 
Colleen Adams-Schween (A), Sue Olson (A)) 

Game Night with Potluck, 8-28-2026 
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Group Photo 

Before service, (A: Lee 

Frederickson, Peggy 

Frederickson, Cheryl Olson, 
Mariah Gaffey, Scott Olson, and 

Ashleigh Olson) 

Before Service, (SCF: Jim 

Andrews (front), Back, Jim 

Sciacca, Peter Gionis, Karen 
Sciacca, Betty Doolittle and 

Kaylee Branstad (G)) 

8-30-2026, Outdoor Blessing Service at Atlas Park, 8-30-2026 
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Blessing Our Children, 

(A: William Johnson, Elli 

Olson, Landon Olson, 
and Pastor Jenny Lee) 

Blessings Our Sunday 

School Teachers, (A: 

Colleen Adams-Schween, 
Krystal Johnson (with 

baby Lakelynn Johnson, 

Briana Olson, Cheryl 

Olson, and Pastor Jenny 

Lee) 

Blessings Our Pets, 

(Krystal Johnson (baby 

Lakelynn) with Lucy 
Ann (11), Briana Olson 

with Rocket (8), and 

Pastor Jenny) 

8-30-2026, Outdoor Blessing Service at Atlas Park, 8-30-2026 Continued... 
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Blessings Our Pets, (Peggy  
and Lee Frederickson with 

Marty (13) 

Fellowship After Service 

Fellowship 
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9-5-2026, United Methodist 

Men, (G: Don Anderson, 

Charles Wright, Dave 
Huff, and Russ Hammer) 

9-5-2026, Playing Ping-pong 

after UMM Meeting,  

(G: Don Anderson and  
Pastor Jenny Lee) 

9-13-2026, Rally Sunday, (A: 

Elli Olson, Landon Olson, 

and Pastor Jenny Lee) 
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9-13-2026, Preparing 

Fellowship-Rally Sunday, 

(A: Wendell and Maxine 
Hauble, and Sharon Asp) 

9-15-2026, Administrative 

Council Meeting, (G: Dave 

Huff, Shayna Schmid, Russ 
Hammer, Deb Hammer, and 

Paulie Kratchmer) 

9-20-2026, Administrative 

Council Meeting, (SCF: 

Karen Sciacca, Steve 
Sylvester, LeAnn Sylvester, 

Sharon Asp, Kathy Gionis, 

Jim Andrews, Lynn Hanson, 

Jim Sciacca, and Peter 

Gionis) 
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9-21-2026, Northside Harmony 

Choir at First UMC in  

Rice Lake 

 

 

8-27-2026, Lynn Hanson and Pastor Jenny Lee 

Know someone 
that might like a 
visit or cannot 

leave their home?  
Let Pastor Jenny 
know and we will 

arrange a  
visitation! 

 
(715) 463-2624 
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Polk County Food Shelves 
 

Amery  
Amery Food Shelf—230 Deronda Street, Amery  
Food Shelf is located in the old Amery Regional Medical Center Building. 
Call (715) 268- 5999 before 12:00 noon on Wednesday. Leave name and 
number on voice mail. Open Thursday 2-6 pm.  
Area of service: Amery school district only  
 
The Congregational Church—201 Harriman Ave. North, Amery  
Food distribution: 9-10:30 am every 2nd Saturday of the month . Registra-
tion is 7 am to 9:30 am. 715-268-7390 Special note: No economic re-
strictions; however, a $20.00 donation is asked to help cover the cost of the 
truck.  
 
Ruby’s Pantry –www.amery.ucc.org or office.ameryucc@gmail.com  
Area of service: County wide  

 
Frederic  
Family Pathways Food Shelf—1100 Wisconsin Ave South, Frederic  
Phone 715-327-4425  
Open Tuesday 9 am—6 pm, Thursday 9 am—6 pm, Saturday 9 am—12pm  
For best service please call for appointment.  

 
Luck  
Loaves and Fishes Interfaith Food Pantry—300 North 1st Street, Luck  
Pantry is located in the back of the Lion’s Club-please use the back door.  
Open Tuesday & Thursday 11 am—1 pm  
Phone: 320-232-7541  
Area of service: Luck & Unity School Districts  

 
Osceola 
 The Open Cupboard Food Shelf—402 2nd Avenue, Osceola  
Call for appointment: 715-294-4357  
Open Monday-Friday 8 am – 5 pm  
(The Open Cupboard also has used furniture & clothing)  
Area of service: Osceola & Dresser school district  

 
St. Croix Falls  
St Croix Falls Food Shelf—809 Pine Street, St Croix Falls 
Phone: 715-371-1574  
Open Monday 9 am—11 am Wednesday 3 pm—6 pm Friday 9 am – 10 am 
Area of service: SCF school district, Dresser elementary, Centuria, Cushing 
& portions of Balsam Lake & Taylors Falls  

 
Family Pathways Food Shelf—2000 US Hwy 8, St Croix Falls  
Phone: 715-483-2920  
Open Monday 9–5 pm, Tuesday 9-5 pm, Wednesday 12 pm– 6 pm, Thurs-
day 9-5 pm, Friday 9–5 pm, & Saturday 9-Noon  

 
FEED MY NEIGHBOR 
Community Food Pantry 

 
316 Wisconsin Ave. - Centuria, WI 
Open to Polk County Residents 
 
Open: 
Monday 2 to 5pm 
Tuesday 5:30-7:30pm 
Thursday 10am to 20pm 
Saturday 9-11am 
 
People can visit this pantry twice a 
month. 
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Burnett County Emergency Food Shelves and Distributions 
 
 

 
Grantsburg Area Food Shelf  No cost  
Serving residents of the Grantsburg School District 
Open Thursday 9:30am-11:30am; 
EMERGENCIES ONLY on Tuesday 9:30am-11:30am   
Allowed to come 2 times a month    
Located between the Library and the Village Hall Office,  
320 South Brad St., Grantsburg, WI 54840 
 
 
Indianhead Community Action Agency- "Connections"  No cost  
Serving all Burnett County residents 
Open 10am-3pm Monday, Tuesday & Friday   
Located in Webster next to the Holiday Gas Station 
(715) 866-8151 
 
Second Harvest Food Distribution  No cost 
First and Third Thursday of every month 
Starts at 11:00am until food is gone 
Located at Connections in Webster  
(next to the Holiday Gas Station) 
This distribution is offered to anyone in need of food; please help 
get the word out 
 
 
St. Croix Chippewa Commodities Distribution  
24663 Angeline Ave., Webster 
349-2195, Becky Reynolds 
Food distribution: Monday to Thursday 7:30am-4:30pm 
(Native American Income Eligible Only) 
Closed first week of each month for inventory. Can only receive one time per month. A va-
riety of items are available each month and may include canned meats; juice; canned 
foods; dry goods; frozen meats; cheese; rice and pasta; fresh produce. 

Grantsburg Area Food Shelf   No cost 
Serving residents of the Grantsburg School District 
Open:      
Food Intake: 9:30 – 11:30 am every Tuesday 
Food Distribution: 9:30 – 11:30 am every Thursday 
 
Emergency food is always available through the  
emergency window.  Allowed to come 2 times a month 
Located between the Library and the Village Hall Office, 
320 Brad St., Grantsburg, WI 54840. 
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT
29-Sep 30-Sep 1 2 3

4:00-5:00 Go Fish (G) GrantoberFest in Grantsburg

9:00 am UMM Meeting (G)

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
World Communion Sunday

9:00 Worship & Zoom Service (G)

10:00 Worship  (A)

11:15 Worship (SCF)

4:30-6:00 pm, Youth Gathering 
(G)

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 Worship & Zoom Service (G)

10:00 Worship  (A)

11:15 Worship (SCF)

2:00 pm Pastor Jenny leads worship at 
C.C.C.

Columbus Day 1:00 pm UMW Meeting (G) 10:30 am-1:00 pm Pastor Jenny 
Volunteers at Loaves & Fishes in 
Luck

4:00-5:00 Go Fish (G)

1:30 pm  Ad Council Meeting (A) 6:00 pm Siren Rotary Club-
German Music Concert

Pastor Jenny's Office Hours

Tuesday: 9am - 5pm at Grantsburg 
Wednesday: Mornings by appointment & 

3pm - 7pm at Grantsburg 
Thursday: 11am - 4pm at SCF

Friday: by appointment only

Colleen's Office Hours
(Times are approximate)

Remotely:
Tuesday's 8 am-4 pm
Friday's 8 am-12 pm

Calendar of the 
Upper St. Croix Parish2026

9/29/26-10/1/26   School for Leadership at Green Lake

10/5/26-10/8/26   Korean Caucus General Conference in San Francisco



SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

Calendar of the 
Upper St. Croix Parish2026

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:30 am, Laity Sunday-Joint Service at 
Central-Grantsburg

10:30 am-1:00 pm North 
Harmony Choir Last  Rehearsal 
with Potluck in 
Rice Lake

10:00 am Deadline to submit 
Newsletter  and Calendar 
Information

1:00 pm SPRC Meeting with 
Treasurers at Parsonage in 
Grantsburg

6:30 pm Ad Council Meeting (G)

6:00-8:00 pm Youth Worship 
Night at Wood Lake Camp
        

1:00-7:00 pm Harmony Choir 
Concert Service at Sparta UMC-
175th Anniversary Celebration 
Service

10:00 am-3:00 pm New Ministry 
Strategy Board Meeting at 
Menomonie UMC
           

25 27 27 28 29 30 31
9:00 Worship & Zoom Service (G)

10:00 Worship  (A)

11:15 Worship (SCF)

12:15 pm Ad Council Meeting (SCF)

5:00-7:30 pm All Kids-Crex 
Carving Day at Crex Meadows

5:00-8:00 pm Crex Pumpkin 
Walk at Crex Meadows

Halloween


