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Starting with What We Have

April 2026-Stewardship

In a Lenten devotional | read recently, Rev. Lizzie McManus-Dail reflected on the story of
Jesus feeding the five thousand. When the disciples saw the crowd gathering, they
immediately began doing the math. There were simply too many people and far too little
food.

Their focus was on the problem.

But Jesus started somewhere else.

Instead of beginning with what was missing, Jesus began with what was already present:
five loaves and two fish. What seemed impossibly small to the disciples became the
starting point for a miracle in the hands of God.

Churches can fall into the same pattern of thinking. We sometimes begin by naming
everything we lack — too few volunteers, tight budgets, or not enough people in worship.
Scarcity can shape the way we see our future.

But the Gospel story reminds us that God does not begin with scarcity. God begins with
what we have.

| once heard a pastor describe stewardship this way: imagine placing everything your
church has on a table — your people, your ministries, your building, your finances, your
passion for serving others. It might not look like much compared to the needs of the world.
But that is exactly how the miracle of the loaves and fishes began.

The miracle did not start with abundance. It started with a small offering placed into Jesus’
hands.

And that is often where God’s work begins today as well.

This reflection was inspired by a devotional by Rev. Lizzie McManus-Dail in the
Sanctified Art Lenten devotional
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UNITED METHODIST MESSENGER

THE UPPER ST. CROIX PARISH

715-463-2624 Parish Office (in Grantsburg)
715-483-9494 St. Croix Falls Church

Church Email: centralumc2016@gmail.com,

Pastor Jenny Lee: JENNLEE1732@GMAIL.COM
Website: www.upperstcroixparish.org
Facebook: Upper St. Croix Parish United Methodist Churches
April 2026 Pastor Jenny Lee, Ph.D.

“What Is Still Sleeping in You?”

“$ For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light
? (for the fruit of the light conszsts in all goodness, righteousness and truth)
0 and find out what pleases the Lord. "' Have nothing to do with the fiuitless deeds of darkness but
rather expose them. ' It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. > But
everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a
light. ™ This is why it is said:
“Wake up, sleeper,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’
(Ephesians 5:8-14).

1

A few weeks ago, we experienced a late winter snowstorm that closed schools and paused in-person
church worship service. Like many others, people hurried to the grocery store, preparing for the
unknown. Watching it all unfold brought back memories of the pandemic—those uncertain days when
we stayed home, unsure of what might come next.

I found myself feeling a bit unsettled, even a little afraid, as those memories resurfaced.

But in the quiet of staying home, I noticed something small and unexpected. A few birds came to my
feeder, searching for food. Their gentle presence caught my attention. And suddenly, [ was reminded of
a story from the Book of Genesis—when, during the great flood, Noah sent out a dove. The dove
returned, a sign that the waters were receding, a sign of hope, a sign that God’s promise still held. In
that simple moment, I felt a quiet reassurance: God is with us. God is still faithful. Even now.

The ground here in northern Wisconsin still looks a little tired. Patches of snow linger in the shadows,
and the earth—once frozen solid—now softens under the quiet work of warmer days. It doesn’t look
like much yet. No bright blooms. No lush green. Just mud, melting, and the promise of something
more. But beneath the surface, something is happening. Seeds that have slept all winter are beginning
to stir.

Jesus once said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24). There is a holy mystery in that. What looks like an
ending is often the beginning of new life. What appears buried is not gone—it is waiting.

I wonder: what is still sleeping in you? Perhaps it is a dream you set aside long ago. A calling you once
felt but never followed. A courage you needed but could not find at the time.
Or even a hope that felt too fragile to hold onto through the long winter of life.

The apostle Paul writes, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you” (Ephesians 5:14). This is not a harsh command, but a gentle invitation. Wake up. Not in shame—
but in grace. Not all at once—but slowly, like the thawing ground beneath our feet.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE...
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FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED...

Resurrection rarely arrives all at once.

Even on that first Easter morning, it began quietly. In Gospel of John, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
while it was still dark (John 20:1). She did not yet understand what had happened. The world had not yet
caught up to the miracle. And yet—Ilife had already begun.

Maybe that is where you are, too. Not fully in bloom. Not yet certain. Still carrying questions. Still standing
in the half-light between winter and spring. That’s okay. God does some of the most beautiful work in
hidden places.

The prophet Isaiah speaks a promise from God: “See, I am about to do a new
thing, now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? ” (Isaiah 43:19). Notice
that—it springs forth before we even recognize it. Before we see it. Before we
believe it.

So, this April, as you notice the slow awakening of the earth, take a moment to
listen inward, too.

What is God gently stirring in you? What has been buried—not as a loss, but as
a seed?

And what might it look like to trust that, in God’s time, it will rise?
Grace and peace to you in this season of quiet beginnings.

Pastor Jenny

3-18-2026, My bird feeders.

UMCOR SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS

Special Sundays are designated Sundays each year that deepen the connection between the local church and
ministries on a global scale. On each unique Sunday, individuals and congregations are encouraged to give to
support the church’s collective work with a special offering.

This includes efforts to:

» Alleviate human suffering

» Engage in social justice

+ Strengthen Native American ministries

» Provide scholarships for higher education

Below is a list of Special Sundays that support the work of Global Ministries and UMCOR. While each
Sunday has a designated date of celebration, you can donate to support these
special Sundays any time.

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY — JANUARY 18, 2026

UMCOR SUNDAY — MARCH 15, 2026

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY - APRIL 19, 2026
UNITED METHODIST STUDENT SUNDAY—- MAY 24, 2026
PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY — MAY 31, 2026

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY — OCTOBER 4, 2026
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GRANTSBURG
CENTRAL NEWS

Central UMC is holding church services with a Zoom
service at 9:00 am on Sundays. We are looking for
volunteers to help out at each service. Sign up
sheets are available at the church. We appreciate
your willingness to help out!

We welcome all children to 'Children's
Time' during the service, and we are
looking for volunteers to assist with

nursery attendance.

We welcome everyone to join us for
Coffee Fellowship after service each
Sunday.

Offering Income

through
February 2026

General Fund Gifts S 2,469.00 S  6,098.00
Loose Offering 5 3550 § 69.50
Total General Funds S 250450 §  6,167.50
Missions S 650.00 S  3,920.00
Furnace Fund $ 1,74850 S  1,973.50
Pastor's Youth Fund

All Funds Total S 4,903.00 S 12,061.00

*Missions: Steck Family

| | L | I u | | *

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Olivia McNally 4/14
Judy Lien 4/16
Toni Koons 4/16
Allison Reid 4/17
Sean Ludnia 4/20

Julie Branstad 4/24
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Jim & Barbara Loomis

4/25

Silly rabbit...Easter
is for Jesus!
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April Mission:
April Showers

We are collecting supplies for the church in April.
Please check the Mission Board at church for a list
of needed supplies. Here are some general items
that are regularly needed. The actual list wasn’t
available at the time of printing the newsletter.

Supply Needs: Napkins - Paper Towels - Aluminum Foil -
Plastic Wrap - Parchment Paper - Cooking Spray - Cone-
Shaped Coffee Filters - Plastic Utensils - Paper Dinner
Plates, Dixie Ultra Preferred - Paper Dessert Plates, Dixie
Ultra Preferred - Gallon, Quart, and Sandwich Zipper
Baggies - Cookies and Crackers for Fellowship - Crystal
Light - Juice Boxes (or Similar) - Kool-Aid Premix
Containers (or Similar) - Distilled Water - Mr. Clean - Toilet
Cleaner - Clorox Disinfecting Wipes - Oven Cleaner (Spray
Can) - D-Cell and 9-Volt Batteries - Liquid Hand Soap
Individuals or Refills - Hand Sanitizer Individuals or Refills

The United
Methodist Men
typically meet the
2nd Saturday of
every month at
9 am. All are
welcome!

Next Meeting: April 11th—9:00 am
at Central UMC

r sl Ny F I . I
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The UMW members met at church on

March 11th to clean and organize the
kitchen. Thank you to all who helped-many
hands and fellowship made the time go fast!

The next meeting will be held
on April 8th at 1:00 p.m.
Please bring donations for the
April Showers mission.

All are welcome!

Ad Council Meeting
April 21st, 2026
6:30 pm Central UMC Grantsburg

BE A "BACK-PACK BACKER"!

REMEMBER ... Every Sunday Is MAC ‘N
CHEESE SUNDAY! Can you donate a box
or two (or more) of Macaroni and Cheese
in support of the Salvation Army's "Happy

Kids Back-Pack Program"?

This program provides
back-packs full of food
to help feed families
over the weekends
throughout the school
year. Thanks for caring
for those in need in our
own community!
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In-person (indoor) worship services held Sundays at
10:00 am. We will have Coffee Fellowship the 2nd
Sunday of every month following the service.
Sunday School is at 10:15 am every Sunday
morning. Bring your kids along-they’ll grow in
faith, following your example!

A e R T N ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
MEETING
5 o |
INCOME TOWARD N‘Z‘; xele‘;;ﬂg:
9
ATLAS’ BUDGET 1:30 pm
Offering:

$1701.00 March Offering

Thank you for your faithful
financial support of the
ministry of Atlas church!

PLANET GREEN
APRIL o e

BIRTH DAYS Do you have used ink jet

cartridges or old cell phones?

Every one that you donate to
the church provides extra
money to fund Atlas Church’s
Ministry and outreach. Thank
you for your continued support
of this program!
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Suggested items:

-Plastic drink cups

& -Furnace filters 20x16

- Paper towels

LOAVES & FISHES

FOOD PANTRY
Monthly Report ~ February 2026

Households Served 47
Total People Served 93
USDA Food Received  2,785#
Food Going Out 2,292#
NON-USDA (Donations)  $7,493

Volunteer Hours 61.25

The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) is
a federally funded USDA food program,

which is administered through the State of Wisconsin
Department of Health Services and

Loaves &amp; Fishes is a recipient agency.

Needs for next month: vegetables, pasta, peanut butter,
cake mix, brownie mix, muffins.

We can always use more volunteer workers. If
interested, please contact Pam Girtz 320-232-7541
email: girtzp@gmail.com; or Gena Bugno
nobugl15@yahoo.com

-Styrofoam coffee cups

-Small luncheon paper plates
-Gallon plastic bags with twist ties

-Tall kitchen garbage bags

Mission Information

Atlas’ April Mission will be April Showers
Shower the church with supplies!

Thank you for your continued generosity in
supporting our many missions!

Important Upcoming Dates for
Atlas UMC

March 27: Set up for Easter Sale after lunch
March 28: 9:00 am-1:00 pm-Atlas Craft and
Bake Sale

March 29: Palm Sunday

April 2: 7:00 pm-Maundy Thursday @ SCF
April 3: 5:30 pm-Good Friday Service @
Grantsburg

April 5 - Easter Sunday
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On Communion Sundays, you are invited
to bring in donations for the SCF Food
Pantry... just be sure your food items

have not expired.

Liturgist Jim Andrews

Money Counter Peter Gionis

Usher Karen Sciacca

Bell Ringer Jim Sciacca
Fellowship Admin Members
Flowers First Person to Church

Communion Kathy & Peter Gionis

Check out our website and Facebook page for
details. We hope you can join us!

Suzi Dammann 4/19

The Sailor Hat
St. Croix Falls Offering for April will
UMC go to UMCOR &

) Harbor House.
The next meeting

will be April 12th Thank you for your
at 12:15 pm. continued support!
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What is Native American
Ministries Sunday?

Native American Ministries Sunday is
one of six churchwide Special Sundays
designated to support ministries and
causes important to the entire United
Methodist Church. On this day, we come
together to honor and support Indigenous
peoples and communities. It’s a day to

recognize the rich gifts, cultures, and

contributions of Native Americans to
both society and the Church.

Why Does It Matter?

Many people—both in society and within the Church—lack

Z0OOM VIDEO WORSHIP SERVICE
9:00 am Sunday’s

There will be a parish-wide ZOOM video service at

understanding of Native American life, culture, and spirituality. Native

American Ministries Sunday helps bridge this gap by celebrating
Indigenous heritage and empowering Native voices in ministry.
Native American Ministries Sunday matters because it addresses the

critical shortage of Native American pastors and trained leaders,
helping ensure that Indigenous communities have strong representation

and leadership within the Church.

Support the Ministry

Give through your local church or donate online at

donate.gcfa.org/nams.

9:00 am at Central-Grantsburg

The worship materials will be mailed out to those
without email, emailed out to everyone in the parish
we have email addresses for and posted on our

website.

The sermon and ZOOM login information will also
be sent with the service material and posted on our

Checks can also be sent to General Commission on Finance  and
Administration at P.O. Box 340029, Nashville, TN 37203.

What Does My Giving Support?

Special Sundays give us a chance to focus our prayers and support on
important ministries all year long—uniting our gifts to multiply our
impact. Your generosity strengthens Native leadership and sustains

ministry across the connection.

website as www.upperstcroixparish.org.

Family Game
Night
April 17th
4:30-6:30 pm

Central UMC-
Grantsburg

60 FISH K-UP
GATHERING
March Gatherings:

4/1, 4/15 & 4/29
4:00-5:00 pm

Central UMC Grantsburg

Ages Kindergarten to 4th
grade please join us for an
evening of fun!

YOUTH WORSHIP
NIGHT

April 15th
6:00-8:30 PM
Woodlake Bible Camp

YOUTH GROUP
GATHERING

4/8 & 422
4:30-6:00 PM

Central UMC-Grantsburg
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Look what’s been
‘happening at church in late
February & March

2-26-2026, Lenten Soup Supper at St. Croix Falls
UMC, (SCF: Sharon Asp, Jim Andrews, Peter
Gionis, and Kathy Gionis)

2-26-2026, Lenten Bible Study,
Session 1, (SCF: Lynn Hanson,
Sharon Asp, Peter Gionis, Kathy
Gionis, Jim Andrews, Pastor Jenny
Lee, Mike and Sara Koser (via
Zoom))

3-5-2026, Wisconsin Korean Caucus with Bishop Daniel Schwerin at
First UMC in Sun Prairie
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3-6-2026, Administrative Council meeting, (A: Cheryl Olson, Sue Olson,
Colleen Adams-Schween, and Pastor Jenny Lee)

3-6-2026, Lenten Bible
Study, Session 2, (SCF:
Sharon Asp, Lynn Hanson,
and Jim Andrews)

3-6-2026, Lenten Soup Supper
at St. Croix Falls UMC, (SCF:
Sharon Asp, Lynn Hanson, and
Jim Andrews)
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3-12-2026, Lenten Soup Supper
at St. Croix Falls UMC, (SCF:
Karen and Jim Sciacca, Jim
Andrews, Sharon Asp, and Lynn
Hanson)

3-11-2026, UMW-Church
Cleaning Day at Central
UMC, (G: Mary McNally,
Kayleen Branstad, Paulie
Kratchmer, and Judy Lien)

3-12-2026, Lenten Bible Study,
Session 3, (SCF: Karen and Jim
Sciacca, Jim Andrews, Sharon
Asp, and Lynn Hanson)
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3-14-2026, United Methodist Men, (G: Russ Hammer, Don Anderson, Pastor Jenny Lee)

3-15-2026, Online Worship due to Snow Storm, (Charles and Mary Lou Wright (G), Pastor
Jenny Lee, Sharon Asp (SCF), Jim and Karen Sciacca (SCF), Kayleen Branstad (G),
Barbara Loomis (G), Russ and Deb Hammer (G), Toni Koons (G), and Pam Clausen (G))
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3-16-2026, Pastor Jenny with Grantsburg Women Working Together Group at
Brickfield in Grantsburg, WI

3-19-2026, Pastor Jenny volunteers at Loaves and Fishes in Luck
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3-20-2026, Lenten Soup Supper at St.
Croix Falls UMC, (SCF: Karen and
Jim Sciacca, Lynn Hanson, Jim
Andrews, and Sharon Asp)

3-20-2026, Lenten Bible Study,
Session 4, (SCF: Karen and Jim
Sciacca, Lynn Hanson, Jim Andrews,

and Sharon Asp)

2-27-2026, Visitation, (G: Kay Lamphere and Pastor Jenny Lee)
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Polk County Food Shelves

Amery

Amery Food Shelf—230 Deronda Street, Amery

Food Shelf is located in the old Amery Regional Medical Center Building.
Call (715) 268- 5999 before 12:00 noon on Wednesday. Leave name and
number on voice mail. Open Thursday 2-6 pm.

Area of service: Amery school district only

The Congregational Church—201 Harriman Ave. North, Amery

Food distribution: 9-10:30 am every 2nd Saturday of the month . Registra-
tion is 7 am to 9:30 am. 715-268-7390 Special note: No economic re-
strictions; however, a $20.00 donation is asked to help cover the cost of the
truck.

Ruby’s Pantry —-www.amery.ucc.org or office.ameryucc@gmail.com
Area of service: County wide

Frederic

Family Pathways Food Shelf—1100 Wisconsin Ave South, Frederic
Phone 715-327-4425

Open Tuesday 9 am—6 pm, Thursday 9 am—6 pm, Saturday 9 am—12pm
For best service please call for appointment.

Luck

Loaves and Fishes Interfaith Food Pantry—300 North 1st Street, Luck
Pantry is located in the back of the Lion’s Club-please use the back door.
Open Tuesday & Thursday 11 am—1 pm

Phone: 320-232-7541

Area of service: Luck & Unity School Districts

Osceola
The Open Cupboard Food Shelf—402 2nd Avenue, Osceola
Call for appointment: 715-294-4357
Open Monday-Friday 8 am — 5 pm
(The Open Cupboard also has used furniture & clothing)
Area of service: Osceola & Dresser school district

St. Croix Falls

St Croix Falls Food Shelf—809 Pine Street, St Croix Falls

Phone: 715-371-1574

Open Monday 9 am—11 am Wednesday 3 pm—6 pm Friday 9 am — 10 am
Area of service: SCF school district, Dresser elementary, Centuria, Cushing
& portions of Balsam Lake & Taylors Falls

Family Pathways Food Shelf—2000 US Hwy 8, St Croix Falls

Phone: 715-483-2920

Open Monday 9—-5 pm, Tuesday 9-5 pm, Wednesday 12 pm— 6 pm, Thurs-
day 9-5 pm, Friday 9-5 pm, & Saturday 9-Noon

FEED MY NEIGHBOR
Community Food Pantry

316 Wisconsin Ave. - Centuria, WI
Open to Polk County Residents

Open:

Monday 2 to 5pm
Tuesday 5:30-7:30pm
Thursday 10am to 20pm
Saturday 9-11am

People can visit this pantry twice a
month.
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Burnett County Emergency Food Shelves and Distributions

Grantsburg Area Food Shelf No cost o
Serving residents of the Grantsburg School District

Open:
F cl))od Intake: 9:30 — 11:30 am every TuesdreH/1
Food Distribution: 9:30 — 11:30 am every Thursday

Emergency food is always available through the
emergency window. Allowed to come 2 times a month
Located between the Library and the Village Hall Office,
320 Brad St., Grantsburg, WI 54840.

Indianhead Community Action Agency- "Connections" No cost
Serving all Burnett County residents

Open 10am-3pm Monday, Tuesday & Friday

Located in Webster next to the Holiday Gas Station

(715) 866-8151

Second Harvest Food Distribution No cost

First and Third Thursday of every month

Starts at 11:00am until food is gone

Located at Connections in Webster

(next to the Holiday Gas Station)

This distribution is offered to anyone in need of food; please help
get the word out

St. Croix Chippewa Commodities Distribution

24663 Angeline Ave., Webster

349-2195, Becky Reynolds

Food distribution: Monday to Thursday 7:30am-4:30pm

(Native American Income Eligible Only)

Closed first week of each month for inventory. Can only receive one time per month. A va-
riety of items are available each month and may include canned meats; juice; canned
foods; dry goods; frozen meats; cheese; rice and pasta; fresh produce.
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' » Calendar of the
r/ ' -r " Upper St. Croix Parish

SUN TUES WED THUR FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
4:00-5:00 GO Fish Kindergarten [5:30 pm Soup Supper at SFC 5:30pm Good Friday Service at
to 4th Grade (G) Central-Grantsburg

6:00-7:00 pm Last Lenten Bible

Pastor Jenny's Office Hours Study at SCF and Via Zoom

Tuesday: 9am - 5pm at Grantsburg Colleen's Office Hours

Wednesday: Mornings by (Times are approximate) i 7:15 pm Maundy Thursday
appointment & 3pm - 7pm at Remotely: ¥ \\' ° * 5 Service at SCF

Grantsburg Tuesday's 8 am-4 pm T e Apr!l + ey
Thursday: 11am - 4pm at SCF Friday's 8 am-12 pm 7 THUBIUAY

Friday: by appointment only

~ Feel's ,
;‘ t. Wy e

5 7 8 9 10 11
Easter Sunday 6:30 pm SPRC Meeting via Zoom [1:00 pm UMW Meeting (G) 10:30 am to 1:00 pm Pastor 1:00 pm Korean Caucus Board  |9:00 am UM Men Meeting (G)
Jenny Volunteers at Loaves and |Meeting via Zoom

Communion Sunday 4:30-6:30 pm Youth Group Fishes in Luck
Gathering (G)

9:00 Worship & Zoom Service (G)

10:00 Worship (A)

11:15 Worship (SCF)

2:00 pm Pastor jenny leads worship at

Continuing Care Center

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

9:00 Worship & Zoom Service (G) 4:00-5:00 pm GO Fish 1:30 pm Ad Council Meeting (A)
Kindergarten to 4th Grade (G)

10:00 Worship (A) 4:30-6:30 pm Family Game Night
6:00-8:30 pm Youth Worship (G)

11:15 Worship (SCF) Night at Woodlake Camp (G)

12:15 pm, Ad Council Meeting (SCF)

(Tentative)
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2026

Calendar of the
Upper St. Croix Parish

SUN

MON

TUES

9:00 Worship & Zoom Service (G)
10:00 Worship (A)

11:15 Worship (SCF)

<

10:30 am to 1:00 pm North
Harmony Choir Rehearsal at Rice
Lake UMC

Pastor Jenny's Vacation (4/19-5/2)

4:00-5:00 pm GO Fish
Kindergarten to 4th Grade (G)

WED THUR FRI SAT
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:00 Worship & Zoom Service (G) 8:00 pm Harmony Choir Board |10:00 am Deadline to submit 4:30-6:30 pm Youth Group
Meeting via Zoom Newsletter and Calendar Gathering (G)
10:00 Worship (A) Information
11:15 Worship (SCF) 6:30 pm Ad Council Meeting (G)
Pastor Jenny's Vacation (4/19-5/2)
26 27 28 29 30 1-May 2-May
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