
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Unison
For sight when we are blind, hearing when we are deaf, and the
assurance of your touch when we have ceased to feel, we give
thanks, Sovereign God. We would extend to others all that we
have received from your hand. Use these offerings of gratitude in
our midst and far beyond the reach of our imagination. Amen!

We Go Forth to Love God and Serve One Another 

*CLOSING HYMN       Amazing Grace    UMH 378 (vs. 1, 2 & 3) 

*BENEDICTION     Responsive
Go out, looking for the good in other people;
reach out, seeing in others the potential God sees.
      We go out as messengers of God’s forgiveness 
      and proclaimers of God’s faithfulness. 
Dare to do things differently in work and play. 
Take the risks of following where Christ leads. 
      We reach out to feed and tend at Christ’s command, 
      valuing our sisters and brothers as God’s own. 
Praise God, O you saints of the Most High, 
and honor the Lamb who was slain for us. 
      We will praise God in the depth of our being, 
      so that even the silence speaks of God’s love. Amen! 

*POSTLUDE Toni Koons (G)/Sharon Asp (A & SCF) 

Worship resource “Refreshing Rains of the Living Word” by Lavon Bayler 
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Upper St. Croix Parish 
Grantsburg: Central, Atlas, St. Croix Falls 

May 4th, 2025 
3rd Sunday of Easter  

*Please stand if you are able.

*PRELUDE                         Toni Koons (G)/Sharon Asp (A & SCF) 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASSING OF THE GREETINGS 
           “Peace be with You!”   
 (Waive your hands at one another) 

We Celebrate New Life in Christ 

*CALL TO WORSHIP     Responsive
For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son,
That whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
       We give thanks to the Lord, whose love endures forever. 
       We sing praises to God, who turns mourning into dancing. 
You, O Lord, lifted us up from the depths; 
You did not let our enemies rejoice over us. 
       You brought our souls up from Sheol; 
       You restored us to life from among those gone down to the pit. 
Because of Your love, O God, we will not be shaken. 
We believe in the name of Jesus, the One who saves. 
       We praise You, Lord our God, 
     For Your steadfast love and everlasting life. Amen. 

*DEDICATING HYMN       Easter People, Raise Your Voice
   UMH 304 (vs. 1 & 2) 

OPENING PRAYER     Unison   
Risen Lord, we come this day with hearts still echoing the joy of 
Easter morning. You have walked through our locked doors of fear 
and spoken peace. You have opened the Scriptures and our eyes to 
Your living presence. As we gather to worship, fill us with 
resurrection hope. Let doubt give way to faith, sorrow to joy, and 
silence to songs of praise. Open our hearts to receive Your Word  

and send us out as witnesses to Your love. Be among us now, O Christ, 
and let our worship glorify You. In Your name we pray, Amen. 

CHILDREN’S TIME UMH 191 (vs. 1) 

Proclamation of God’s Word 

*THE GOSPEL LESSON     John 3:16 
 (NRSV, p. 94 in the NT, and p.900 in the Living Bible) 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen! 

SERMON            “Take My Son!”                       Sharon Asp 

We Respond to God’s Word 

RESPONDING PRAYER     Unison
Gracious God, we thank You for the depth of Your love—love so vast 
that You gave Your only Son, that we might not perish but have 
eternal life. We stand in awe of such grace, poured out not because we 
earned it, but because You chose to love us first. Help us to live in the 
light of that love, to trust in Christ with open hearts, and to share this 
good news with a world in need. Let Your love shape our lives, our 
words, and our witness. In the name of Jesus, our Savior, Amen. 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS    
After each prayer request:  

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 
All: Hear our Prayer. 

PRAYER SONG                    UMH 487 
This is our prayer. This is our prayer, O God! 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

INVITATION/PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND 
OFFERINGS  

*DOXOLOGY  UMH 95 



MAY CHURCH MISSIONS 

ATLAS        Mission committee chair: Ashleigh Olson 

INK JET 
RECYCLING 
PROGRAM:  
Atlas collects 
and recycles 

ink jet 
cartridges 

and cell 
phones year-

round. 

LOAVES & 
FISHES NEEDS 
OUR ONGOING 

SUPPORT 

Requested items: 
eggs, milk, 

mayonnaise, coffee, 
tea, peanut butter, 
crackers, cookies. 

Personal 
Products for men & 

women. 

For May we will be 
collecting items for 

Community Referral 
Agency (CRA) in 

Milltown that 
provides shelter and services for 

survivors of domestic violence 
and assault. 

Items should be new or in good to 
very good condition. 

Please see the newsletter or 
bulletin board at church for a list 

of suggested items. 

Thank you! 

GRANTSBURG    Mission committee chair:  Deb Hammer 

BE A “BACK-PACK 
BACKER”! 

REMEMBER … 
Every Sunday 

 Is MAC ‘N CHEESE 
SUNDAY! 

Supporting the Salvation 
Army’s “Happy Kids Back-Pack 

Program” 

In May we will be collecting financial 
donations and supplies for the Salvation 
Army’s Faith House in Siren. 

They are looking for 
specific supplies: 
Socks, dish soap, 
laundry soap, toilet 
paper, paper towels 
and Kleenex. 

ST. CROIX FALLS     Mission committee chair: Kate Murtaugh

Food Shelf 

(Communion 
 Sunday) 

Sailor Hat Offering: 
The Sailor Hat 

offering will go to 
support the  

St. Croix Falls 
Food Shelf! 

Thank you for your support! 

TODAY’S SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 

Ministers All God’s People / Rev. Jenny Lee  

Central -Grantsburg 
Pianist 
Preach 
Scripture Reading 
Acolyte(s) 
Fellowship 
Counter 
Cleaning 
Sunday School 

Toni Koons 
Sharon Asp 
Toni Koons 
Willow Nyland  
Volunteer Needed 
Volunteer Needed 
Sandra Erickson  
Volunteer Needed 

Atlas 

Pianist 
Preach 
Liturgist 
Usher 
Cleaning 
Sunday School 

Sharon Asp 
Sharon Asp 
Sue Olson 
Colleen Adams-Schween 
Volunteer Needed 
Josie Grimes  

St. Croix Falls 
Pianist 
Preach 
Liturgist 
Usher(s) 
Counter 
Bell Ringer 
Flowers 
Fellowship 

Sharon Asp 
Sharon Asp 
Karen Sciacca 
Jim Andrews 
Peter Gionis 
Kathy Gionis 
Lynn Hanson 
Admin Members 

THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS 

Kaelyn Richter 5/4 
Ashleigh Olson 5/4 
Colleen Norenberg 5/4 
Casper Rahkola 5/7 
Jim Sciacca  5/10 



PLEASE NOTE:   
1) Online Zoom service is not available on April 27 and May 4th. 
2) Our Sunday Sermons are on the website at upperstcroixparish.org under 

Sermons!   
3) Sunday’s videos are not available April 27 and May 4th. 
4) We will also send you a weekly bulletin and written sermon through post 

mail and email with the weekly E-News. If you have any questions regarding 
the mailing weekly materials, please contact our parish secretary, Colleen 
Norenberg. 

 

 
This Week’s Calendar:   
 

Today: 3rd Sunday of Easter. Peace Be with You!  
 
Worship Service Schedule  

5/4: 
 
 
 
4/22-5/5: 
5/2-5/4 
5/5-5/6: 
5/7: 
 
5/10: 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 
11:15 am 
 
 
 
 
10:00 am 
7:30 pm 
10:00 am 

Grantsburg with Zoom (9:10 am, Children’s Time) 
Atlas (10:15 am, Sunday School) 
St. Croix Falls  
 
Pastor Jenny on Vacation 
Youth Retreat at Wood Lake Camp 
Provisional Elder Workshop at Pine Lake Camp 
 Korean Caucus Board Meeting via Zoom 
Youth Gathering (G) 
VBS Staff Meeting 

 
 
Breakthrough Prayers:  Please pray for: Those 
struggling with illness and/or addiction, especially 
children, undocumented immigrants, for 
those who were affected by the storms in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin this week, for the 
U.S.A, for Myanmar (earthquake) and the 
world (God’s peace). 
 

 
"This kind can come out only by prayer." (Mark 9:29)  

     

Next Sunday (May 11th):  
 
Central -Grantsburg  
Pianist 
Liturgist 
Acolyte(s) 
Fellowship 
Counter 
Cleaning 
Sunday School 
 

Toni Koons 
Toni Koons 
Willow Nyland  
Volunteer Needed   
Volunteer Needed  
Sandra Erickson  
Volunteer Needed 
 

Atlas  
Pianist 
Liturgist 
Usher 
Cleaning 
Sunday School 
 

Sharon Asp 
Colleen Adams-Schween 
Jamie Steffen 
Volunteer Needed 
Cheryl Olson 

St. Croix Falls  
Pianist 
Liturgist 
Usher(s) 
Counter 
Bell Ringer 
Flowers 
Fellowship 
Communion: 

Sharon Asp 
Karen Sciacca 
Jim Andrews 
Peter Gionis 
Kathy Gionis 
Kathy Gionis 
Admin Members 
Kathy & Peter Gionis 

 
Upcoming Events & News 

 

 *April: Church Love Month 
 
       
4/22-5/5: Pastor Jenny’s Vacation   

5/5-5/6: Provisional Elder Workshop at Pine Lake Camp 

5/10:   10:00 am VBS Staff Meeting 

5/11:  Communion/Mother’s Day 
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