
harmony with one another through our Savior Jesus Christ. Open 
our spirits to receive your gracious gifts so peace may flourish within 
and among us until your glory fills all the earth. With your help, we 
will love one another as you love us. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
INVITATION/PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND 
OFFERINGS 
*DOXOLOGY             UMH 95 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Unison 
What a joy to give! What a delight to join our efforts to your 
purposes, amazing God! You inspire us to oppose wickedness, to 
stand up for the oppressed, to work for harmony among all your 
children. Lead us, together, to your holy mountain, where all are 
valued and no one is excluded. May our offerings spread the 
knowledge of your ways across this earth, widening the circle of 
inclusion to embrace all your children, in Jesus’ name. Amen! 
 

We Go Forth to Love God and Serve One Another 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                    We Are Called              TFWS 2172  
 
*BENEDICTION                                                     Pastor Jenny Lee  
   
*POSTLUDE                       Toni Koons(G)/ Sharon Asp (A & SCF) 
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Upper St. Croix Parish 
Grantsburg: Central, Atlas, St. Croix Falls 

December 4th, 2022 
“22nd Sunday After Pentecost” 

“All Saints Sunday” 
*Please stand if you are able. 

  
*PRELUDE                        Toni Koons(G) / Sharon Asp (A & SCF) 
*ADVANT SONG                                                 TFWS  2090 (vs. 2) 
*LIGHTING THE SECOND CANDLE 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PASSING OF THE GREETINGS 
           “Peace be with you”                                                                 
  

We Celebrate New Life in Christ 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP     Responsive 
Rejoice together, people of God. 
Let all the earth praise our Creator. 
       We have gathered to honor our God. 
       In awe and reverence, we seek God’s Word. 
Welcome one another as Christ welcomes you. 
Let each other know of Christ’s presence and love. 
       Surely Christ has come to change us. 
       Christ is still coming to redirect us. 
This is a time to take delight in the Spirit. 
This is the hour to regain Christ’s love. 
       We are ready to learn what the Spirit teaches. 
       We will love one another as Christ teaches us. Amen. 
         
*DEDICATING HYMN      Come, Thou Almighty King       UMH 61  
                                                                           
OPENING PRAYER     Unison                     (The Book of Worship) 
Come, Spirit of God, to rest in our community, embracing the 
poor, bringing equity to the meek, turning away all expressions of 
evil. Come into this congregation to enliven our worship, to 
immerse us in righteousness, to prompt our faithfulness. Rain on 
us your hope and joy and peace, filling the whole earth with your 
glory. Amen! 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME                                                 UMH 191 (vs. 1)  
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
INVITATION FOR COMMUNION                            Pastor Jenny Lee 
CONFESSION AND PARDON      Unison 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
(All pray in silence) 
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
that proves God’s love toward us.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                       UMH 13-14 (See insert) 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
GIVING (TAKING) THE HOLY COMMUNION            
COMMUNION PRAYER     Unison 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Proclamation of God’s Word 
 
*THE GOSPEL LESSON                          Matthew 3:1-12 (See insert) 

 
 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.                                              

 
SERMON            “What Does Mean Christians?”        Pastor Jenny Lee 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 
RESPONDING PRAYER    Unison                                                                   
Just and righteous God, your wondrous deeds cause love to abound, 
and whose steadfast love and encouragement grant us to live in 



 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
On the night in which he gave himself up for us,  
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his 
disciples,  
and said: “take, eat; this is my body which given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.”  
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it 
to his disciples, and said: “drink from this, all of you; this is my blood 
of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 
sacrifice,  
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of 
faith.  
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
(Together) Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on 
these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and 
blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
redeemed by his blood.  
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,  
one with each other,  
and one in ministry to all the world,  
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly 
banquet.  
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 
Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 *THE GOSPEL LESSON                                         Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 
said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight.’ ” 

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and 
all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to 
him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of 
repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root 
of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming 
after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.                                              

 



 

 DECEMBER CHURCH MISSIONS 
 

ATLAS                  Mission committee chair: Peggy Frederickson 

INK JET 
RECYCLING 
PROGRAM:   

 
Atlas collects and 
recycles ink jet 

cartridges and cell 
phones year 

round. 
 

Collecting 
canned food 
to support 
Loaves and 
Fishes food 

pantry in 
Luck . 

Atlas will support these 
two missions in 

December: 
 

Mitten Tree & Christmas 
Eve Special Offering 

10% of our tithe will go to 
support the St. Croix Falls 
and Luck school back-pack 

program...let us all give 
thanks! Envelopes will be 

available in the church entry 
for this offering. 

 

GRANTSBURG              Mission committee chair: Deb Hammer 

BE A “BACK-
PACK BACKER”! 

 
REMEMBER 

… Every 
Sunday Is MAC 
‘N CHEESE SUNDAY! 

Supporting the Salvation 
Army’s “Happy Kids 
Back-Pack Program” 

Grantsburg will support these two 
missions for December, please see 
bulletin board for details: 
 

1) Christmas for Kids 
 

2) Middle School Supplies 

 

ST. CROIX FALLS     Mission committee chair: Kate Murtaugh 

Food 
Shelf 

(Communion 
 Sunday) 

Sailor Hat Offering:  
 

December’s Sailor Hat 
offering will go to buy 
Christmas Marketplace 

Food Gift Cards for 
families in need! 

 
 Thank you for your support! 

 
 

TODAY’S SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 
 
 

Ministers  All God’s People  
  Pastor Jenny Lee  
 
Central:  
Pianist                 Toni Koons 
Liturgist  Toni Koons  
Acolyte(s) Willow Nyland/Leland Snyder   
Snow Removal Volunteer Needed 
Fellowship Volunteer Needed 
Counter                Volunteer Needed 
Cleaning              Charlie Glonek and Sandra Erickson 
Communion         Barb Loomis 
Sunday School Younger/Older 
  LuAnn Martell/Barb Loomis 
 
Atlas:  
Pianist                 Sharon Asp 
Liturgist              Colleen Adams-Schween 
Usher(s)              Sue Olson 
Acolyte(s)           Chase Steffen and Copelan Grimes 
Cleaning             Volunteer Needed 
Communion        Sue Olson 
Sunday School    Younger/Older 
                            Christmas Program Rehearsal 
 
St. Croix Falls:  
Pianist  Sharon Asp  
Liturgist Karen Sciacca 
Usher(s)  Kathy Gionis 
Money Counter  Peter Gionis 
Bell Ringer          Jim Andrews 
Flowers                Kathy Gionis 
Communion         Karen Sciacca 
 
 

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK: 
 

               “This kind can come out only by prayer” (Mark 9:29) 
Please pray every morning at 8:30, if you are able! 

Please pray for our neighbors in need! 

 



PLEASE NOTE:   
 

1) An Online Zoom Service is scheduled for this Sunday at 8:30 
and at 11:15 am.  The link will be posted on our parish website and 
Facebook page.  
Click the LINK to Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84147808460?pwd=SDZIeFNubmEvaD 
BIcytTRzVxMFlIZz09  

 Phone: +1 312 626 6799,   
 Meeting ID: 841 4780 8460, Passcode: 568271  

2) Our Sunday Sermons are on the website at upperstcroixparish.org 
under Sermons!   

3) You may watch a recorded video of the service on our parish 
Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/UpperStCroixParishUMC 

 

This Week’s Calendar:   
Today:   2nd Sunday of Advent.  
                 God bless you all! 
                 Sunday Worship Service: 
12/4: 2nd Sunday of Advent Service/ Communion Sunday 
                 8:30 am Grantsburg with Zoom 

   9:45 am Atlas (Sunday School at 10:00 am) 
  11:15 am St. Croix Falls with Zoom  

 

12/5:  6:30pm, Special Trustee’s Meeting (G) (All Ad Council members are            
encouraged to join)    

12/7:  6:30 pm, Youth Gathering (Practice Christmas Program) (G) 
12/8:  5:00 -7:30 pm, 1st Gathering of the Advent Bible Study (SCF) 

5:00 pm Soup Supper, 6:00-7:30 pm Bible Study. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: WHEN WRITING A CHECK PLEASE MAKE IT PAYABLE TO 
YOUR INDIVIDUAL CHURCH.  WHEN THE OFFERING IS MAILED IN WE 
ARE THEN ABLE CREDIT THE APPROPRIATE CHURCH.  THANK YOU! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday (December 11th) Volunteers: 
 
Central:  
Pianist  Toni Koons   
Liturgist  Toni Koons 
Acolyte(s) Willow Nyland/Leland Snyder   
Snow Removal Volunteer Needed 
Fellowship Volunteer Needed  
Counter                Volunteer Needed 
Cleaning              Charlie Glonek and Sandra Erickson 
Sunday School Younger/Older 
 LuAnn Martell/Barb Loomis 
Atlas:  
Pianist                 Sharon Asp 
Liturgist              Sue Olson 
Usher(s)             Colleen Adams-Schween 
Acolyte(s)           Chase Steffen and Copelan Grimes 
Cleaning             Volunteer Needed 
Sunday School    Younger/Older 
                            Christmas Program  
 
St. Croix Falls:  
No service on December 11th. Instead, St. Croix Falls members 
will join the Atlas service at 9:45 am for their Christmas Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dec. 11: Christmas Program and Potluck (A & SCF at Atlas) 

SCF has no Sunday Service, instead, they will join the 
Atlas service for their Christmas Program at Atlas 
(9:45am) 
 

Dec. 21: Youth & Kids Christmas Program and Potluck at (G) 

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Service 
10:00 am St. Croix Falls 
4:00 pm Atlas 
7:00 pm Grantsburg 
 

Dec. 25: No Sunday Service 

This Week’s Birthdays & Anniversaries: 
 

Mikala Hammer  12/7  
Sharon Asp  12/9 

 
If you know anyone’s birthday is missing, please let pastor 

Jenny know. 

https://www.facebook.com/UpperStCroixParishUMC
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December 4th, 2022                                                                                                                    
Matthew 3:1-12                                                  Pastor Jenny Lee, Ph.D. 
                                                                          Upper St. Croix Parish UMC 

 
                                           “What Does it Mean to be Christians?” 

I want to start with something funny. I learned this story from one internet site: Fred is 32 

years old, and he is still single. One day a friend asked, “Why aren’t you married? Can’t you find 

a woman who will be a good wife?” Fred replied, “Actually, I’ve found many women I wanted 

to marry, but when I bring them home to meet my parents, my mother doesn’t like them.” His 

friend thinks for a moment and says, “I’ve got the perfect solution. Just find a girl who’s just like 

your mother.” A few months later, they meet again, and his friend says, “Did you find the perfect 

girl? Did your mother like her?” With a frown, Fred answers, “Yes, I found the perfect girl. She 

was just like my mother. You were right. My mother liked her very much.” The friend said, 

“Then, what’s the problem?” Fred replied, “My father doesn’t like her.” 

Hearing this, I wonder if there is a perfect person who exists in the world. Well, you may 

think, “My spouse is perfect to me,” or “My significant other is perfect to me.” That may be true. 

I don’t think you’d be lying. But if you feel they are perfect, it’s because you love them. The 

disciple Peter says, “Above all, love each other deeply because love covers over a multitude of 

sins” (1 Peter 4:8).  

Today is the second Sunday of Advent. As I mentioned last Sunday, the Advent season is 

when we are waiting for the coming Christ. How do you wait for Christ? Today’s scripture 

introduces a man who waited for Jesus Christ his whole life. That’s John the Baptist. We call 
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him John the Baptist, as he was the first to baptize people. According to John the Baptist, being 

baptized is to prepare to meet the Lord Jesus Christ. He said, “he baptizes people with water, but 

the One who comes after him, will baptize people with the Holy Spirit and fire.” John the Baptist 

hadn’t meet Jesus yet, but we did. We met Jesus in Spirit and believe in him. That’s why we 

became Christians. However, I wonder what it means to meet Jesus in Spirit. So, today, I want to 

talk about “What does it mean to be Christians?” 

At first, when people called Jesus’ disciples “Christians,” it was at the Antioch church. 

According to the Scripture in Acts, the Jerusalem church sent Barnabas to Antioch as a 

missionary. Barnaba invited the Apostle Paul into the Antioch church as co-minister. They 

worked together at the church for a whole year and taught many people, and the scripture says, 

“it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians” (Acts 11:26). That means those 

who were out of the church (who didn’t know Jesus Christ) used the word “Christian” at first. I 

wondered why they called the disciples of Jesus “Christians” even though they might not know 

that Jesus is Christ. It seemed like they met at the church for the whole year and studied the Bible 

together. Perhaps if we attend church services for more than one year and join Bible study and 

participate consistently, people might call us “Christians.” However, is that all? Are you sure you 

are a Christian? If non-Christians call you a Christian, how does that make you feel? I don’t 

mean “a perfect Christian.” But, I mean, if you live a “Christian life” daily. 

Sooner I could find the key to Christianity in the Gospel of John. Jesus says several times, 

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have a 

love for one another” (John 13:34-35; 15:12). The key  to why they called them “Christians” was 
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“love.” They loved one another as Jesus loved them. The people might see those who loved one 

another with Christ’s love and call them “Christians.” 

The love of Christ is “to love people as Jesus loved us.” The love Jesus showed us was to 

lay down his life on the cross for us. Greater love has no one than this (John 15:13). Does Jesus 

want us to lay down our lives for others? Is that the only way we can be true Christians? I want 

to share a story Jesus told people (Matthew 18:21-35) in order to understand how to love others 

with Christ’s love. There was a man who owed the master ten million dollars. He was not able to 

pay back to the master, his master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he 

had to be sold to repay the debt. So, he fell on his knees before his master’s feet, begging, “Be 

patient with me. I will pay you back everything.” His master took pity on him, canceled the debt, 

and let him go. But, when he went out, freed of this debt, he found one of his friends who owed 

him a hundred dollars. He grabbed him and began to choke him. “Payback now what you owe 

me.” His friend begged him, kneeling, “Be patient with me. I will pay back to you.” But he 

refused and imprisoned him until he could pay the debt. When the others saw them, they were 

distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. Then, the master called 

him in and said, “You are wicked. I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 

Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your friend just as I had on you?” In anger, his master 

imprisoned him until he paid back all debts. 

The love of Christ is the love of forgiveness. Loving others as Jesus loves us means 

forgiving others, even seventy-seven times, who trespass against us. Before God, we should 

remember how we sinned against God, nevertheless, how God loves us with forgiveness. At 

every Sunday service, we say the Lord’s Prayer, “forgive us our trespass as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.” It is not just a liturgy; we should practice it daily. As we remember that God 
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forgave us our sins, we should forgive others who sinned against us, made things difficult or 

upset with us, and then love them as Jesus loves us. Jesus canceled our debt of one million 

dollars, and we can withdraw others’ debt of one hundred dollars. That is the Christian life. 

John the Baptist spent his whole life preparing for the way of the Lord because he believed 

in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. John the Baptist met the Lord before he died. He was sure, “I 

baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” The baptizing with water is a liturgy, 

symbolizing repentance of sin and confession of being a Christian, but it is not all for Christians. 

After baptism with water, we should receive baptism with the Holy Spirit, which means falling 

in love with Jesus Christ, so that we may know how he loves us. Let us love one another as Jesus 

loves us so we may be Christians. As we wait for Christmas, let’s regain his love in our hearts 

and practice his love in everyday life! Thanks be to God. Amen! 
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