INVITATION/PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND
OFFERINGS
*DOXOLOGY UMH 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Unison

Gracious God, we did not know it would cost so much or feel so
good to follow Jesus. We are grateful that we have so much to give
and so much yet to learn. We dedicate our offerings so that we and
our neighbors may be equipped for life in your realm. Amen.

We Go Forth to Love God and Serve One Another

*CLOSING HYMN Jesus Calls Us UMH 398 (vs. 1 & 5)
*BENEDICTION Pastor Jenny Lee
*POSTLUDE

Worship Resources “Gathered by Love” by Lavon Bayler.

Upper St. Croix Parish

ONE Parish THREE Churches:
Grantsburg: Central, Atlas, St. Croix Falls
June 26th, 2022
“3rd Sunday After Pentecost”

4 I The United Methodist Church

8:30 AM at Central-Grantsburg with Online Zoom Service
9:45 AM at Atlas
11:15 AM at St. Croix Falls with Online Zoom Service

CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Jenny Lee: jennleel 732@gmail.com
Youth Director Shayna Schmid: snssnyder@gmail.com
Parish Secretary Colleen Norenberg: centralumc2016@gmail.com
Parish Office: 715-463- 2624 St. Croix Falls Office: 715-483-9494
www.upperstcroixparish.org
https://www.facebook.com/UpperStCroixParishUMC
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Upper St. Croix Parish
Grantsburg: Central, Atlas, St. Croix Falls
June 26th, 2022
“3rd Sunday After Pentecost”

*Please stand if you are able.

*PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING OF THE GREETINGS
“Peace be with You!”

We Celebrate New Life in Christ

*CALL TO WORSHIP Responsive
Call to mind the mighty acts of God.
Remember the wonders God has revealed in your life.
All the ways of God are holy.
Nothing in heaven or earth is so great as God.
With a strong arm, God redeems the people.
Day by day, God leads us with a shepherd’s care.
Even when the earth trembles, God is with us.
When lightning flashes, we are confident of God’s care.
We have inherited the mission of the prophets.
We need the prophet’s mantle from our God.
We have come to be equipped for our tasks.
We have gathered for renewal of our lives. Amen!

*OPENING HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised
UMH 396 (vs. 1 & 4)

OPENING PRAYER Unison

We cry aloud to you, O God. Hear our prayers. In times of
trouble, we need your comfort. Amid our confusion, we seek your
clarity. From temptations of the flesh, we beg for liberation. Lead
us away from the false gods we create, that we may meet you here
with full expectancy and eager responsiveness. We pray in Jesus’
name. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME UMH 191 (vs. 1)

Proclamation of God’s Word

*THE GOSPEL LESSON Luke 9:51-62
51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to
go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way
they entered a village of the Samaritans to prepare for his arrival, 53 but
they did not receive him because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54
When his disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you
want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume
them?”’[a] 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 Then[b] they went on
to another village.

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will
follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said,
“Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus[c] said to him,
“Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me
first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 And Jesus said to him, “No
one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom
of God.”

This is the word of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.

SERMON  “Because of the Only One Reason”  Pastor Jenny Lee

We Respond to God’s Word

RESPONDING PRAYER Unison

Parenting God, grant to us love, joy and peace so that we follow
your will for us that live by the Spirit. Teach us patience, kindness,
and generosity. Shape us to be gentle and self-controlled. Turn us
from passions and desires of the flesh that separate us from you
and violate love of neighbor. Fit us for labor in your realm and
keep us as faithful followers of Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER



JUNE CHURCH MISSIONS

TODAY’S SERVICE VOLUNTEERS

ATLAS Mission committee chair: Peggy Frederickson
INK JET Support JUNE
RECYCLING Loaves & Fishes Mission
PROGRAM: Food Pantry We will
Aftlas collects and CONTINUE
recycles ink jet supporting

cartridges and cell

round. /.

W the food
BN shelf!

phones year =

DONATION

GRANTSBURG Mission committee chair: Deb Hammer
BE A “BACK-PACK WE WILL CONTINUE
BACKER”! COLLECTING CHURCH SUPPLIES

Sunday Is MAC ‘N
CHEESE SUNDAY!
Supporting the Salvation
Army’s “Happy Kids Back-
Pack Program”

REMEMBER ... Every ‘Wﬁ
_
)

& SUPPORT HARBOR HOUSE
FINANCIALLY.

" 4

W o

ST. CROIX FALLS Mission committee chair: Kate Murtaugh

Food
Shelf

(Communion
Sunday)

Sailor Hat Offering:

June’s Sailor hat offering
will go to support CRA &

the BUTTERFLY
@ HOUSE!

Thank you for your support!

Ministers All God’s People
Pastor Jenny Lee Y i
Today’s Service bat R
b
Central: 1
Pianist Toni Koons K# T
Liturgist Volunteer Needed
Acolyte(s) Willow Nyland/Leland Snyder
Lawn Mowing  Volunteer Needed
Fellowship Valetta Walton
Counter Volunteer Needed
Cleaning Charlie Glonek and Sandra Erickson

Sunday School  Younger/Older
LuAnn Martell/Barb Loomis

Atlas:

Pianist Sharon Asp

Liturgist Colleen Adams-Schween
Usher(s) Don Schween

Cleaning Volunteer Needed

Sunday school Younger/Older
Summer Break

St. Croix Falls:

Pianist Sharon Asp
Liturgist Karen Sciacca
Usher(s) Jim Andrews

Money Counter Peter Gionis
Bell Ringer Jim Andrews
Flowers Kathy Gionis

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK:

“This kind can come out only by prayer” (Mark 9:29)
Please pray every morning at 8:30, if you are able!

“Please pray for those who have lost their loved ones. Console them!”



PLEASE NOTE:

1) An Online Zoom Service is scheduled for this Sunday at 8:30
am and 11:15 am. The link will be posted on our parish website and
Facebook page.

Click the LINK to Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84147808460?pwd=SDZleFNubmEvaD
BlcytTRzVxMFIIZz09

Phone: +1 312 626 6799,

Meeting ID: 841 4780 8460, Passcode: 568271

2) Our Sunday Sermons are on the website at upperstcroixparish.org
under Sermons!

3) You may watch a recorded video of the service on our parish
Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/UpperStCroixParishUMC

This Week’s Calendar:
Today: 3rd Sunday after Pentecost. God bless you all!

Sunday Worship Service:

6/26: 8:30 am  Grantsburg with Zoom
9:45am  Atlas
11:15am St. Croix Falls with Zoom

6/29: 6:30pm, Confirmation Final Exam (G)

This Week’s Birthdays & Anniversaries: &i AO/]

Mary McNally 6/27
Don & Colleen Schween 6/28
Emily Rahkola 6/28
Maxine Hauble 6/18
Steve & LeAnn Sylvester 6/29
Taryn Gaffey 6/29
Scott Olson 7/2

Next Sunday (July 3rd) Volunteers:

Ministers

Central:
Pianist
Liturgist
Acolyte(s)
Lawn Mowing
Fellowship
Counter
Cleaning
Sunday School

Atlas:

Pianist
Liturgist
Usher(s)
Cleaning
Sunday School

St. Croix Falls:

Pianist
Liturgist
Usher(s)
Money Counter
Bell Ringer
Flowers
Fellowship

All God’s People
Pastor Jenny Lee

Toni Koons P> | \
Volunteer Needed

Willow Nyland/Leland Snyder
Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed

Charlie Glonek and Sandra Erickson
Younger/Older

LuAnn Martell/Barb Loomis

Sharon Asp
Volunteer Needed
Don Schween
Volunteer Needed
Summer Break

Sharon Asp

Karen Sciacca

Jim Andrews

Peter Gionis

Jim Andrews

Kathy Gionis

Ad council members

Unc®m

0
“ ]«“] July 10: Youth & Kids “Pool Party”

EVENTS

July 4: Independence Day

MARK YOUR CALENDAR June 13: UMW?’s birthday Party
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June 26th, 2022 u ;

Luke 9:51-62 Pastor Jenny Lee, Ph.D.
Upper St. Croix Parish UMC

“Because of Only One Reason.”

I want to start with something funny. I found this story on an internet site: A young man
called his mother and announced excitedly that he had just met the woman of his dreams, and
asked his mother, “Now what should he do?”” His mother had an idea, “Why don't you send her
flowers and on the card invite her to your place for a home-cooked meal?”” He thought this was a
great strategy and arranged a date for a week later. His mother called the day after the big date to
see how things had gone. “The evening was a disaster,” he moaned. “Why didn't she come over?”
asked his mother. “Oh, she came over, but she refused to cook.”

Do you remember the first time you met your spouse or significant other? What made
you decide to marry them? Or what made you choose them to have a relationship with? When 1
was in Chicago, I served a younger congregation. They were mostly in their twenties and thirties,
and most of them were single. As you may guess, what was most exciting to them was when they
had a boyfriend or girlfriend. If anyone had a blind date, everybody gathered around them to hear
how things went. After a blind date, if they don’t like them, they have several reasons why they
don’t like them, such as their height, being too old, no sense of humor, talked too much, boring,
didn’t make enough money, etc. But, if they like them, they just said, “I like him/her.” That’s it.
No reason or explanation was necessary. I have learned one thing from them: There are a
thousand reasons if you don’t like something or someone. But, if you do, there is only one reason:
you “like” it. When you ask a couple why they married, if they say, because he is tall, a good
cook, and good looking, but you keep asking until they say because I love them. If they say,
because I love him/her. That’s all. My point is love is everything. If you fall in love, no matter if
they are taller or shorter, good looking or ugly, a good cook or bad cook, humorous or boring. If
you love, you go after what you love. If you love your spouse, friends, coworkers, you may
follow what they want.

When Jesus called his disciples, they followed him without any questions. Mark 1:16-20
shows us how they followed Jesus, “As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and
his brother Andrew casting a net into sea-for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately, they left their nets and
followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James, son of Zebedee, and his brother John,
who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.”

How many have you seen who immediately follow you when you ask people to come to
the church? Even among your family members, you rarely saw those who immediately followed
you to church, especially for the regular Sunday service. I mean, if it is on Christmas or Easter
Sunday or a special program’s dayi, it is easier to get them to follow you. However, don’t be
disappointed by your loved ones who haven’t followed you yet, because it is about the spirit, not
about you. It is about prayers and patience, not about your love for them.

Today’s scripture shows us those who didn't follow Jesus for several reasons when Jesus
called them. It was about the last period of Jesus' public ministry. Because Jesus had already
decided to go up to Jerusalem for his last mission, his mind was in a hurry to find more people



who might follow him. He had a plan to take a shortcut through the Samaritan village, up to
Jerusalem. However, the Samaritans did not allow them to go through their village to Jerusalem.
Jews didn't touch Samaritan people as well as Samaritan land, and they didn't allow Samaritan
people to come to the Jerusalem Temple, even to worship God, because they ignored Samaritans
as a gentile. Therefore, as was customary, the Samaritans didn't allow Jesus and his disciples to
go to the Jerusalem Temple through their village.

The disciples were upset with the Samaritans. James and John's disciples said, “Lord, do
you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”” They knew that
Jesus could command fire to come down on them. The disciples did get upset because they
thought, “how dare they ignore Jesus?” But, they didn’t know who Jesus was. They could be
forgiven because they didn't know what they were doing. When Jesus was on the cross, Jesus
prayed to God for those who crucified him, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing" (Luke 23:34). If they don’t follow you, pray for them. Because they don’t know
who Jesus is yet. Jesus went the other way. At that time, one said, “I will follow you wherever
you go.” I think it is good enough to encourage Jesus and comfort him. Jesus even told him his
deep concern, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head.”

Jesus continually finds people and asks them, “follow me.” However, they had several
reasons, and they couldn’t follow Jesus immediately. One said, “I will follow you, but let me
bury my father first.” The other said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to
those at my home.” Their attitudes are very different from Jesus’ first twelve disciples. But, we
are still wondering what the matter is. If one of our family members passes away, we should
bury them first before following Jesus. Why did Jesus say, “Let the dead bury their own dead.
But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” At this point, we should understand the
background of their culture. According to the Law (Numbers 6:6; Leviticus 21:10-11), they
prohibited touching the dead body, especially for religious leaders, before worshiping God. They
believe they shouldn't touch unclean dead bodies because they are holy. You may remember the
story of the Good Samaritan who helped the wounded man. At that time, a Levite and priest
passed by the injured man, avoiding him because they thought keeping the Law was more
important than taking care of the wounded man. However, the Samaritan, who didn’t know the
Law, helped the wounded man with loving care. Jesus taught us to do like the good Samaritan.

Today, carefully listen to what Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead.” The
reason God gives us the Law is to teach us love. But, the Law without love is violence. Those
who keep the Law without love are dead. The people misunderstood Jesus went against the Law,
but Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to destroy the Law or the Prophets: I have not
come to destroy them but to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17). Because Jesus is love, the Law could
be fulfilled with Jesus. The Apostle Paul says, “If I have prophetic powers and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have
love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:2-3). Love is everything because
God sent Jesus to us, for He loves us so much. Jesus died on the cross because he loves us so
much. The reason we follow Jesus is to love God and love others. No other reasons to be
Christians. Only accept God’s love and grace with an open mind, open heart, and open doors.
We walk with Jesus day by day toward God. Don’t look back on worldly life. Jesus says, “No
one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” If you farewell
worldly things to walk with Jesus, don’t desire them any longer. Remember Lot’s wife, who
looked back and became a pillar of salt (Genesis 19:26). To walk with Jesus, we might give up
something, but remember there is no other reason God calls us other than “love.” We are here
because of the only one reason, God’s love. Let us love God and love one another day by day.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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