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A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
Is it time for Change? ~ March 2021

“’Even now,’ declares the LORD, ‘return to me with all your heart, with
fasting and weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your garments.
Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to
anger and abounding in love, and He relents from sending calamity. Who
knows? He may turn and relent and leave behind a blessing — grain offerings
and drink offerings for the LORD your God.’” ~Joel 2:12-14
With February comes the cold dark days of Lent. Are you ready? Are you ready
to seriously look inside yourself? Are you ready to be honest about what is godly
and what is not? Are you ready to change?
Change is a great theme word for Lent (and all of
2020). Many things changed health, wealth, and
politics. It changed without us trying and
definitely without us wanting it to change. But in
Lent, things change because we make them
change. It is our time to change our habits,
minds, action, and internal/external words to
become more like Christ.
Do you need to change your change? Think about how much you give to the church.
Should/can you give more? Maybe your answer is “I don’t know.” Think about this:
How much do you spend each month going out to eat. How much money do you
spend on coffee? How much money do you spend on fun item, hobbies, and events?
Now compare those numbers to the amount you give to God each month. Do you
need to make a change?
Rev. Krystal Goodger, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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Pastor Jenny Lee, Ph.D.

“Living to Eat or Eating to Live?”

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.”
(1 Corinthians 10:31)
Have you ever heard the ironic phrase that human beings either live to eat or eat to live.
Which one best fits you? If food is readily available due to financial circumstances, or if you
have to be on a special diet because of a medical condition, perhaps you may think of that
phrase differently. However, whether you relate to the former or the latter, none of us can deny
that all humans have to eat to sustain their lives. Food is indeed significant for human life. Food
has developed, relating with human culture, environment, and history, and then each country or
region has its unique food or dish.
Koreans were hungry and starving through the Korean War. So, their greeting words
were, “did you eat breakfast?” Or, “did you eat lunch?” At that time, perhaps many Koreans
looked for food to live. Nowadays, however, Koreans changed their greeting words, “what
kinds of food did you have for lunch?” Or, “what kinds of food are we going to have for dinner?” Even in the city, there are many traffic jams during lunchtime because people drive
around looking for “good restaurants.” To eat their favorite food, they make a line in front of
the restaurant for more than one hour or drive up for a few hours to get it. In these situations,
somehow, they seem to like living to eat. Whatever, all of us have to have food, at least in everyday life. The Scripture also shows us the importance of food in everyday life. God fed the Israelites “Manna” every day in the wilderness during their journey to the Promised Land. Jesus
also used to feed people in his ministry. He taught us to pray, “Give us our daily bread” in the
Lord’s Prayer. Such as, all people need daily food.
I was picky about food in my childhood. It caused me to be weak physically. However,
my taste has totally changed after fasting for forty days in 2000. Through the fast, I learned to
be grateful for food. I can eat everything except chili peppers. The problem I have is a food allergy to chili peppers. It is funny because I can’t eat most Korean food, which are spicy. I think
that God may control my taste to be healthy and to live in the United States. I remember that
the Apostle Paul said, “Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). Therefore, whether I can eat, or can’t eat, I give thanks to
God.
Contrary to my childhood, I enjoy eating food, especially having food with good people
together. Jesus also enjoyed having food with his people together. Actually, for Jesus, feeding
people or eating food with his people was one of his important ministries. People used to ask
him, “why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus strangely answered
them, “It is not healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” But, we know that he became their
friends, who were cast out from society. Such as, eating food together or sharing food with our
neighbors is perhaps a critical food ministry. So, I appreciate food ministries such as the food
pantry/ food shelf and potluck fellowship.
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FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED…
Since I have come to the U.S., I lived in a school housing unit at the Lutheran School of
Theology for eight years with two roommates. I used to have food parties, inviting many people. Unusually I cooked Korean food. In the beginning, I invited my roommates, and their
friends and my friends, and then the party became an international potluck later. I invited many
students to the party. It became a famous party, especially for international students at the
school.
Food is the love we share. Koreans say, “The people who eat together at a table are a
family.” People’s warm hearts like to share food, which means that it is love. In the Lenten season, I hope you may think of people who need food and work on the food ministry. I pray for
food ministers that God’s grace and peace be with them. I hope that all the people can enjoy the
food that God allows, but with control and gratitude. “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever
you do, do everything for the glory of God.”
Blessings,
Pastor Jenny Lee

SCF Potluck
(November 21,2019)

Grantsburg-Central’s Harvest Dinner
(October 11, 2019)

Atlas’ Fellowship
(December 7, 2019)
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JOURNEY
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty days,
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and
the angels waited on him. (Mark 1:12-13)
My beloved Wisconsin siblings in Christ, we enter again into the period of Lent through the
archway of Ash Wednesday, a day of repentance, contrition, and kenosis (self-emptying and
abasement). We follow the footsteps of Jesus, sent by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness for
forty days. During this Lenten period leading to Holy Week and Easter, we tend to focus on
temptations by Satan and the threat and danger of the wild beasts, but this year I invite us to
focus on the angels.
Most people in the United States tend to focus on destinations – places we want to go, things
we want to accomplish, people we want to meet, things we want to own. Ends justify means,
and we don’t give much thought to our processes of movement, preparation, saving, or
planning. Process is simply not as important to many of us as outcomes and
achievements. The “what” is a greater motivator than the “how”.
Thirty-five years ago, Nell Morton wrote a wonderful book called, The Journey is Home,
sharing stories and reflections on the rise of women’s leadership in the Christian faith. The title
of this book contains a profound truth of our walk with Jesus – the journey is home, it is exactly
where God wants us to be. Wilderness is scary to us because it is unfamiliar, uncomfortable,
and unknown. But the best way to get to know wilderness – to make friends with it – is to enter
fully in. A few days is not enough. A couple of weeks is not enough. The gift of forty days
(with all of its rich and great theological meaning) is just long enough – either we will make
friends with wilderness or wilderness just might defeat us. It is both a challenge and an
opportunity.
Nature provides many challenges that are neither good nor bad, but they just are – God’s
creation acting with integrity. Human beings enter wilderness with risk,
but also with an incredible capacity to learn, to adapt, to grow, and to
improve. Survival skills allow us not only to survive, but to thrive, and
it takes time to develop them.
Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness is a metaphor for our entire lives of
faith – we walk through unknown and unfamiliar territory, learning as
we go, hopefully improving and thriving (with God’s help). We face
limitless temptations and multiple forms of “wild beasts,” but in our
faith, we never face these alone. We go with God, filled by the Holy
Spirit, attended by angelic forces, walking with Jesus, and in the loving
grace of a community of Christian friends. This is the journey.

SOUL FOOD CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE...
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SOUL FOOD CONTINUED…
Too often, we seek to leap to Easter, ignoring the wilderness, the work, the sacrifice, the danger,
and the challenges we encounter before we get there. But the journey is more important than the
destination. God has already taken care of the ending. Our task is to make the journey of life
wisely and well. We strive to become more Christ-like, mastering the survival skills to travel our
road with integrity and grace. We learn to be more loving, more caring, more giving, more
merciful. We become kinder, gentler, patient, and just. We forgive more, share more, and serve
more. We are peace-makers, peace-builders, peace-keepers, and peace-lovers. We reject the isms and phobias that do harm, commit violence, and seek to destroy – sexism, racism, classism,
homophobia, xenophobia. We send Satan fleeing by laughing in the devil’s face, choosing
instead to pursue God will all our heart, mind, soul, and spirit; choosing to love every child of
God on earth as we love ourselves.
The journey is our home. This home created for us by a loving and mighty God. This home
decorated with all the equipment we need to live faithfully in our world. This home filled to
overflowing with the energy and power of the Holy Spirit. My friends, during this Lententide,
enter not a wilderness of danger and threat, but a place where you – where we all – belong. I am
excited to take this journey with you. Thanks be to God.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung has served as resident bishop of the Wisconsin Annual Conference since
September of 2012. Prior to leading the Wisconsin Conference UMC, Bishop Jung served eight
years as bishop of the Northern Illinois Conference (Chicago area).

Amazon Smile—Support us when you shop anytime!
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the Upper St. Croix Parish.
The money we receive will be used to support our parish’s next generation.
Thank you to those who are using the link below when shopping through
Amazon. Please feel free to share this link with anyone you know who shops
through Amazon. You receive the same products at the same price yet you can
make a big difference in supporting our youth!
Copy and past the address below (or click on the link if you’re seeing it
electronically) into your browser and then bookmark the page for future use.
Once you log into your account you can bookmark that and it will save your
information if you make that selection! Thank you for your support!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7429002
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GRANTSBURG: CENTRAL NEWS

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Currently there will be no
services at Grantsburg due to
COVID-19 safety precaution
recommendations.
Instead we will be having a
ZOOM LIVE SUNDAY SERVICE
at 10:00 am every Sunday. Check
the website and/or your email for
details.
The Ad Council will continue
meet and discuss when it will be
safe to open the church again to
hold in person services.
Stay well. Thank you for your
continued patience and support
of Central UMC!

A Glance at Central’s
Offering Income through
JANUARY 2021

Megan Branstad 3/5
Peter & Kayleen Branstad 3/14
Dan Rahkola 3/16
Mike Alderman 3/17
Paulie Kratchmer 3/18
Rene Wright 3/20
Majesty Rehbein 3/27
Emma Rahkola 3/31

Lent is not the fuzz in
your naval.
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GRANTSBURG: MISSIONS & MEETINGS & MISC.
MISSIONS UPDATE

For 2021, our UMW will be focusing on
SERVICE projects for our community, our
church and our own small group of
women. Come with ideas as to how we might
serve others throughout the year. The officers
will use those ideas and put together a
schedule for the year. .
On March 9th four of our ladies (Valetta,
Paulie, LuAnne and Mary ) volunteered to
represent our church at the Red Cross Blood
Drive Bloodmobile being held at
Tdawgs. This is our way for our group to
share our love to those who are serving at the
bloodmobile.
The regular meeting of UMW will be held at
the church on Wed. March 17th at 1:00 pm. It
is St. Patrick’s Day so if you would like wear green! Paulie Kratchmer will share her
talent of card making with us. We will all
make a card to take home. Thank you,
Paulie!
-Mary McNally

A couple of years ago Central United Methodist
Women assisted with the startup of the “High School
Closet”. The HS Closet, managed by Susie Retzer,
is a place where students are able to pick up
personal hygiene and other items of need free of
charge. A similar effort has been started at the
Middle School by the Guidance Counselor, Deb
Ludtke. The United Methodist Women are collecting
items for the Middle School. We invite all of our
congregation to join us. Items can be dropped off at
church during Pastor Lee’s office hours on Tuesday
or Wednesday. Or you can call LuAnne Martell at
715-222-3016 and she will arrange to pick them up
from you. Here is a “wish list” from Mrs. Ludtke: chap
stick, deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner,
feminine products such as tampons and pads, and
dental floss. All sizes from sample and travel to full
size are welcome. You could also contribute
financially to this project by sending a check made
out to CUMC please make a note in the memo that it
is for this mission. Thank you, Deb Hammer

Admin March 16th
6:30 pm Via Zoom
MARCH MEETING
There are currently no meetings
being held due to COVID-19.

BE A “BACKPACK
BACKER”!
REMEMBER … Every Sunday Is
MAC ‘N CHEESE SUNDAY!

Can you donate to help support the backpack
program?! Please make sure the boxes do not
expire until after the end of the year.
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atlas NEWS
INCOME TOWARD
ATLAS’ BUDGET
Offerings:

ZOOM VIDEO WORSHIP
SERVICES
10:00 am Sunday’s

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we are unable
to hold Drive-In services at this time.

There will be a parish-wide ZOOM video
service at 10:00 am every Sunday until
further notice. The worship materials will
be mailed out to those without email,
emailed out to everyone in the parish we
have email addresses for and posted on our
website. The sermon and ZOOM login
information will also be sent with the
service material and posted on our website.
We will have a conference call to attend
service every Sunday as well and the video
of the worship service will be posted on the
parish Facebook page after the service.
Stay well and we will continue to keep you
posted as information becomes available
regarding in person and drive-in worship

PLANET GREEN
INK JET RECYCLING
PROGRAM
Do you have used ink jet
cartridges or old cell phones?
Every one that you donate to
the church provides extra
money to fund Atlas Church’s Ministry and outreach.
Thank you for your continued support of this program!

February
Other
Total

$2020
$ Unavailable
$2020 as of 2/22/21

$3278.84 - Needed per Month to cover
expenses. $1258.84 shortage for Feb.

Thank you for your faithful financial
support of the ministry of Atlas church!

ADMINISTRATIVE
COUNCIL MEETING
March 22nd
6:00 pm

Chaz Norenberg 3/3
Mariah Gaffey 3/8
Colleen Adams-Schween 3/10
Dorothy Miller 3/11
Wren Grimes 3/12
Barry Norenberg 3/16
Deloris Olson
3/18
Wendell Hauble 3/22
Chase Steffen 3/23
Charles Melin
3/24
Meryl Walsten 3/25
Don Schween
3/28
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Maundy Thursday

April 1, 2021

Good Friday

April 2, 2021

Easter Sunday

April 4, 2021

MISSION
INFORMAITON
MARCH MISSION ~ UMCOR SUNDAY

LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY
Monthly Report ~ January 2021

Households Served
Adults
Children
Total People
USDA Food Received
Groceries Purchased

41
69
16
85

Luck School District 18
Unity School District 23
Other
0
New Families: Unity 0 Luck 0 Other 0
2249#
0#

NON-USDA (Donations) 727#
Volunteer Hours 41.5 Hours

Items Needed: Peanut Butter, Tuna Fish and Canned Vegetables
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St. croix falls NEWS
REMEMBER THE
FOOD SHELF

On Communion Sundays, you are
invited to bring in donations for the
SCF Food Pantry... just be sure your
food items have not expired.

HELPING HANDS

COMMUNION SUNDAY: 3/7/21

Currently there are no Helping
Hands signed up for January
as we will not be holding in
person or Drive-In services
due to COVID-19 safety
recommendations.

St. Croix Falls
Admin Council Meeting
Thursday, March 18th
4:00 pm Zoom Mtg

We will keep you posted as to
when the church will open for
Sunday Services.
In the mean time we will hold
ZOOM Video services at 10:00
am every Sunday. Check out
our website and Facebook page
for details. We hope you can
join us! Thank you!

Steve Sylvester

3/8

MARCH MISSION
March’s Sailor Hat
Offering will go to support:
Polk County
Drug Court
Thank you for
your support!
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Look what’s been
‘happening at church
in February!

Christmas Family Photo Contest’s Gifts Distributed
Barb Loomis-Central
Cheryl Olson-Atlas

UMW’s Cleaning Day (Feb.10,2021, Grantsburg)
Pauline Kratchmer, Valetta Walton,
LuAnne Martell, Mary McNally and
Pastor Jenny Lee

Webinar-Online Worship, “Both/And”
Pastor Jenny, LuAnne Martell (Grantsburg) and
Karen Sciacca (SCF)

LeAnne & Steve Sylvester (SCF)
Betty Doolittle (SCF)
Joan & Charlie Ziegler (SCF)

Art & Pauline Bistram (Grantsburg)

Sally Schmitt (SCF)

Tablet Ministry

Lynn Hanson (SCF)
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March Fun Page

Little Boys and Girls in Church
A boy was watching his father, a pastor, write a
sermon. "How do you know what to say?" he asked.
"Why, God tells me." "Oh, then why do you keep
crossing things out?"
A father took his 5-year-old son to several baseball
games where The Star-spangled Banner was sung
before the start of each game. Then the father and son
attended a church on a Sunday shortly before
Independence Day. The congregation sang The Starspangled Banner, and after everyone sat down, the
little boy suddenly yelled out, "PLAY BALL!!!"
A 6-year-old was
overheard reciting the
Lord's Prayer at a church
service: "And forgive us
our trash passes as we
forgive those who passed
trash against us."
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PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 28TH

Don’t forget to turn your clocks
ahead one hour on Sunday,
March 14th! You don’t want to
miss the online ZOOM
Sunday Service!

UMCOR SUNDAY ~ March 14, 2021
On the fourth Sunday of Lent (March 14
this year), the designated gifts of church
members around the world will benefit
the ministry of the United Methodist
Committee on Relief. The United
Methodist Church's humanitarian agency
offers the balm of Christ’s love to those
impacted by crisis or chronic need.

Upcoming Dates via
Zoom:
3/7 6:30 pm
3/14 11:00 am
3/21 11:00 am
3/29 6:30 pm
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Polk County Food Shelves
Amery

Amery Food Shelf—230 Deronda Street, Amery
Food Shelf is located in the old Amery Regional Medical Center Building.
Call (715) 268- 5999 before 12:00 noon on Wednesday. Leave name and
number on voice mail. Open Thursday 2-6 pm.
Area of service: Amery school district only
The Congregational Church—201 Harriman Ave. North, Amery
Food distribution: 9-10:30 am every 2nd Saturday of the month . Registration is 7 am to 9:30 am. 715-268-7390 Special note: No economic r estrictions; however, a $20.00 donation is asked to help cover the cost of the
truck.
Ruby’s Pantry –www.amery.ucc.org or office.amer yucc@gmail.com
Area of service: County wide

Dresser

People Loving People --- 103 E. Main Street, Dresser
Monday and Saturday 11 am – 1 pm Wednesday 2 pm – 5 pm
Phone: 715-501-4657

Frederic

Family Pathways Food Shelf—1100 Wisconsin Ave South, Frederic
Phone 715-327-4425
Open Tuesday 9 am—6 pm, Thursday 9 am—6 pm, Saturday 9 am—12pm
For best service please call for appointment.

Luck

Loaves and Fishes Interfaith Food Pantry—300 North 1st Street, Luck
Pantry is located in the back of the DBS Hall
Open Tuesday & Thursday 11 am—1 pm
Phone (715) 472-2003
Area of service: Luck & Unity School Districts

Osceola

The Open Cupboard Food Shelf—402 2nd Avenue, Osceola
Call for appointment: 715-294-4357
Open Monday-Friday 8 am – 5 pm
(The Open Cupboard also has used furniture & clothing)
Area of service: Osceola & Dresser school district

St. Croix Falls

St Croix Falls Food Shelf—809 Pine Street, St Croix Falls
Phone: 715-520-2397
Open Monday 9 am—11 am Wednesday 3 pm—6 pm Friday 9 am – 10 am
Area of service: SCF school district, Dresser elementary, Centuria, Cushing
& portions of Balsam Lake & Taylors Falls
Family Pathways Food Shelf—2000 US Hwy 8, St Croix Falls
Phone: 715-483-2920
Open Monday 9–5 pm, Tuesday 9-5 pm, Wednesday 12 pm– 6 pm, Thursday 9-5 pm, Friday 9–5 pm, & Saturday 9-Noon
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Burnett County Emergency Food Shelves and Distributions
Grantsburg Area Food Shelf No cost
Serving residents of the Grantsburg School District
Open Thursday 9:30am-11:30am;
EMERGENCIES ONLY on Tuesday 9:30am -11:30am
Allowed to come 2 times a month
Located between the Library and the Village Hall Office,
320 South Brad St., Grantsburg, WI
Indianhead Community Action Agency- "Connections" No cost
Serving all Burnett County residents
Open 10am-3pm Monday, Tuesday & Friday
Located in Webster next to the Holiday Gas Station
(715) 866-8151
Ruby`s Food Shelf- Siren No cost
Serving residents of the Siren & Webster School Districts
Open 10:00am-2pm Monday & Friday
10:00am-4pm Wednesday
Closed Thursday
**You`re asked to be there at least 30 minutes before close
Located at 24534 State Hwy 35/70 (Ruby`s Secondhand)
(715)349-RUBY (7829)
Ruby`s Monthly Food Distributions Bring ow n boxes or baskets Donation: $20
For dates, times, and locations (no location restrictions at this time), visit http://
www.rubyspantry.org/distribution/distschedule.htm
Second Harvest Food Distribution No cost
First and Third Thursday of every month
Starts at 11:00am until food is gone
Located at Connections in Webster
(next to the Holiday Gas Station)
This distribution is offered to anyone in need of food; please help get the word out
St. Croix Chippewa Commodities Distribution
24663 Angeline Ave., Webster
349-2195, Becky Reynolds
Food distribution: Monday to Thursday 7:30am-4:30pm
(Native American Income Eligible Only)
Closed first week of each month for inventory. Can only receive one time per month. A variety of items are available each month and may include canned meats; juice; canned
foods; dry goods; frozen meats; cheese; rice and pasta; fresh produce.
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