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Pastor Jenny Lee, Ph.D.

“The People Who the Lord Needs”
“When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount
of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, "Go into the village ahead of
you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been
ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say
this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.” (Mark 11:1-3)
We have a new beginning in a new year, 2020. We nominated or elected the new leadership
teams in each church. Some of them have already served the roles for several years, and they are
willing to serve them continually. Some of them are newly nominated or elected for the positions. I
appreciate them for their services and contributions. Praise to the Lord!
At Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we see that Jesus chose what he needs. When they
were approaching Jerusalem, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village
ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it.” And then Jesus gives them additions, “If anyone says to you, ‘why are you
doing this?’ just say this, ‘Lord needs it.” I wonder if the owner of the colt might know who Jesus is.
How could he give his colt with just hearing, ‘Lord needs it”?
We may guess there are implications. At first, “Lord needs it” implies authority, which one
could not resist. The owner of the colt must be a humble and obedient person to the Lord. The other
implication we may guess is whatever the Lord needs our Lord Jesus may take for his ministry. Like
this, today, the Lord seeks the people who he needs for his ministry. They might be our leaders in the
church, and also they might be those who serve humbly without being named.
With gratitude for them, I think what do people pursue in their lives? Some people say they
seek the glory and wealth of the world with power and authority. Many people might agree that they
want to have the authority and the power of the world. In other words, most would be the master rather than being the servants. We find that even the disciples of Jesus also pursued the authority and
the power of the world. They might assume that Jesus would be the king in the world, especially in
Rome at that time. The Jewish suffered under the colony of Rome at that period, and they might wait
for the Messiah to liberate them from oppression, exploitation and poverty. Finally, when they saw
Jesus’ authority over the Jewish leaders, and his feeding people, they might expect that Jesus would
be the mundane king who emancipates them from all their oppression, exploitation, and poverty. It
seems that some of Jesus’ disciples used to have these ideas.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE…
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FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED...
One day, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” The sons of Zebedee are
John and James, who were much-closed disciples to Jesus. Jesus used to bring them
closer to his ministry than others. They who knew Jesus’ special care toward them, requested Jesus. So, Jesus asked them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” and
they said, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left in your glory”(Mark10:35-37). What did they expect of Jesus? What does “In your glory,” mean?
They perhaps thought that they would have the positions which rule the authority and
the power over the people when Jesus becomes the king of the world. However, they
did not know what the “in your glory” really means. Jesus said to them, “You do not
know what you are asking.” The other disciples heard that they requested Jesus to reserve their positions, and got angry with John and James. And then, Jesus said to
them that Gentile would be the rulers it over people, but it is not so among you. Jesus
added that “whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be the slave of all. For the Son of Man
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark
10:43-45).
We are following Jesus as his disciples today. If among us whoever pursues to
become great in the world, Jesus might say to us, “whoever wishes to be first among
you must be slave of all.” Please remember, if our Lord needs it for his ministry, he
uses even a colt. I wish we would be the people who our Lord seeks, and who our
Lord needs. I hope that we all would be humbly walking with God like the colt and like
the owner of the colt.
Blessings,
Pastor Jenny
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3…they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means,
4begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints. (2
Corinthians 8:3b-4)
Self-denial helps us to concentrate on our need for God. It is one thing to say that God
provides all the food we need, but is quite another to go without food. It is one thing to say
that God provides us with income to provide for our needs, but it is quite another to give
10% of that income back to God to provide for the needs of others.
Fasting and tithing are forms of sacrifice, a Latin word that comes from combining “to
make” and “holy or sacred”. Over time, sacrifice has become synonymous with giving
something up that is dear to us (self-denial) in order to serve a greater good, like the
Kingdom of God.
Lent is a good time to remember that self-denial draws us
closer to God. Lenten fasting should not be pro forma as in
giving up chocolate, for example. It should be real self-denial
accompanied by prayer, repentance and soul-searching.
Sacrificial giving is a fast from spending on yourself and is
equally appropriate for Lent, especially if accompanied by
prayer, repentance and soul-searching. We are called to
sacrificial giving year-round, but at Lent we can especially
remember Who and what our sacrifice is for.
Several years ago, I was part of a Disciple Bible Study group that decided during Lent to fast
by skipping food between breakfast and dinner. We saved the money we would normally
spend on lunch, snacks and coffee and brought this to the class each week. In the end, we
were able to donate over $2,200 to a local feeding program for the homeless and poor.
Join me this Lent in focusing on our need for God.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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Reflection from Bishop Jung on the
Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace
Through Separation
General & Jurisdictional Conferences Latest News

My sacred and beloved siblings in Christ, our Council of Bishops endorsed the Protocol of Reconciliation and
Grace Through Separation proposal that offers an end to the current deep division in our United Methodist
Church. I have mixed feelings about the proposal and what it means.
On the one hand, it not only recognizes our differences, but honors a very broad spectrum of beliefs,
interpretations, visions, and desires for the church. Not everyone will be happy, but that has been part of our
dilemma – there is no way forward that everyone will agree with or support. Our guidance to “Do No Harm,”
comes to a place of doing the least harm possible in the short term, that we might do more good in the long
term. The Protocol offers a way for moderate and progressive United Methodists to be in ministry in a fully
inclusive church and for traditionalists to continue in a ministry that honors certain restrictions. This also
recognizes that there is no healthy, adequate “one-size-fits-all” polity and doctrine for a wondrously diverse
global church. We have arrived at a place where graceful autonomy is required for different regions of our
planet to make decisions that allow for effective ministry and witness. The decisions most appropriate for
The United Methodist Church in the United States are not appropriate for Africa, Russia, the Philippines, or
other regions of our church. We progress, we evolve, we adapt at different levels, in different ways, at
different times. In this case, unity has not been a strength.
We are in a liminal space, preparing to cross a threshold that marks a distinctive and drastic new chapter in
the story of Methodism. The proposed Protocol invites us to shift our energies in significant ways. First, we
cannot continue to treat members of our baptized fellowship as adversaries. The division that yields “us/
them” thinking is doing no one any good. We are all in this together, “working out our own salvation with
fear and trembling,” (Philippians 2:12), seeking a pathway that ceases to do harm to those with whom we
disagree. If the mediation to this process tells us anything, it is that we must seek what is best for all and
not just for those “on our side.” Second, we need to stop fighting over territory, property, and finances. All
we possess and manage is God’s; if we separate, we must be willing to divide God’s assets in such a way that
faithful stewardship may continue for all. Fighting over things will not take us to a positive future and will
simply serve to damage our mission and ministry and provide a terrible witness to our world. Third, allowing
a less-confrontational separation means that we stand a better chance of friendly transition. On our current
course, we face the likelihood of irreparable damage and continued animosity. It is time for us to offer grace
to all, to cease needless insult and injury, and to lay the groundwork for hope and healing.
On the other hand, we have failed to maintain a unity and an integrity. Relationships will change, we will
experience the pain of losing loved ones, we will not see brothers, sisters, siblings, colleagues, and friends
that are part of our family. The metaphor of divorce had been used in talking about the future of the church;
the reality of such a step is painful, even when some see it as the only alternative. We will no longer be
what we have been, who we have been. It has been very easy to focus on the ways being together has been
difficult; now we will face the reality of losing all that has been good and gracious, wonderful and effective.
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SOUL FOOD CONTINUED…
Transitions are always disruptive. Whether we are picking up the pieces and arranging them in a new way or
beginning from scratch to build something new, a lot of time, energy, resources, and focus are involved. It will
be a challenge for us all to maintain a vision and commitment to do God’s will, serve the church’s mission, and
offer a transformative ministry to all the world. But I believe we can we can make the necessary changes with
love and grace if we make the commitment to celebrate the holistic kin*dom of God as beloved
community. We can do this whether we are together or working in new configurations, for we are still one in
Christ Jesus.
In the coming months, as we process the Protocol for Separation and experience the decisions of the upcoming
General Conference, our clergy and laity – and our communities of faith will be facing incredible and
challenging choices. Who will stay and who will go? Who will leave all together and who will return? Not
only “what will we do,” but “how” will be ongoing discussions. In times of immense and all-encompassing
change there is great fear and anxiety, as well as excitement and anticipation. As we journey together through
this momentous time, I would ask of every Wisconsin United Methodist the following things.
Pray. Pray for the church and its leaders. Pray for your own congregation, but also for
all the congregations that will be impacted by these decisions. Pray for grace in all
our actions. Pray for The United Methodist Church as it moves forward and pray for
the new Methodist denomination and affiliates that will emerge. Pray for our global
church – for our ongoing work of social justice, world-wide missions, and evangelism
and witness – that will require our commitment and support to stay strong and vital
as we work out our polity and practices for a radically new and different church.
Talk. Beyond talking to God, talk to each other. It is my prayer that all congregations will create space and
time for the community of faith to come together for conversation, prayer, discernment, and honest
exploration. People will have many questions, and while we may not have clear, specific answers, it is
important that everyone have opportunity to express themselves.
Be reflective, not reactive. Our entire culture in the United States is suffering a time of cynicism, skepticism,
suspicion, and ascribing negative intent. Reactivity makes us look for problems, to
key in on what we don’t like and what we disagree with. We wonder about ulterior
motives and hidden agendas. I ask us all to make a conscious effort to work
together for good, to see possibilities, and to prepare for a grace-filled, kind and
compassionate way forward. Yes, there has been great hurt, there are things that
have been done and said that cannot be taken back. But by God’s grace it is time
to leave the past behind and work together for a future that truly honors and
glorifies God, that can allow space for effective and faithful ministry for everyone
along the theological spectrum, and that creates fertile soil for healing,
redemption and resurrection.
Is the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation the answer we have been looking for? Well,
there is no simple solution to a complex and dynamic problem, but it is a way forward that allows us to move
beyond the destruction of our disagreement and division, it is a hope that we can do less harm and that we can
do more good, and it is a tangible and concrete challenge for us to work together to create a better, stronger
future. This is my hope.
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GRANTSBURG: CENTRAL NEWS
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 12 (Wed)
Feb. 23
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 12 (Wed)
Feb. 23

Coffee Fellowship

Liturgists

Carol Frohman
Kim Wheeler

Ushers

Russ & Deb Hammer
Floyd Drhman

Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 12 (Wed)
Feb. 23
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 12 (Wed)
Feb. 23

Church Doors on Sundays

Open
Close

Bob Branstad

Sunday School
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 12 (Wed)
Feb. 23

Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 12 (Wed)
Feb. 23

All of Feb.

Russ & Deb Harmon
Potluck

Altar Flowers

Acolytes

Counter

A Glance at Central’s
Offering Income through

Lydia Benge Briggs 2/4
Stephanie Anderson 2/8
Zach Manley 2/14
Grace Harmon 2/15
Janet Dahl 2/16
Peyton Smallwood 2/17
Sue Bunting 2/17
Deb & Russ Hammer 2/22
Hannah Smestad 2/23
Kenzi Blakeslee 2/23
Adrianne Covey 2/24
Emmons Olson 2/24
Dauntay Erickson 2/27
Riley Rossow 2/28

If God is your copilot
switch seats.
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GRANTSBURG: MISSIONS & MEETINGS
MISSIONS UPDATE
Back Pack Program: 116 boxes of Mac & Cheese delivered to be used
for the Grantsburg backpack program.

UMW UPDATE….
We had a planning meeting on January 15th at
10:00 am. Minutes from that meeting will be
available at the February meeting.
Our theme for 2020 will be “The Power of
Prayer”. We hope to have a speaker on this
theme in April. Start thinking about what you
would like to share with your UMW sisters
related to prayer in your life. We may also
chose a Mission U study if there is time
and interest.
Please join us at church February 12th for
cleaning the kitchen( starting at 9:30), lunch
(bag or take out) and general meeting
(1pm). If you cannot make it for the entire
time join us when you can.
We have learned that the HIGH SCHOOL
CLOSET does not need any more donations at
this time. We will let you know when to
resume bringing in items.
Thank you to all of you who donated
items this past year.

UNITED METHODIST
MEN’S
FEBRUARY MEETING
Saturday, February 8th
8:00 AM at Central UMC

During January and first week of February we
are collecting money & soup for Souper Bowl of
Caring. These donations will be given to the
Grantsburg food shelf.

Fin addition, in February we will focus on a new mission project. The
Rev. Christine (Young Seon) Kim, the director of Next Generation
Ministries in Tanzania, has requested financial help for the
construction of the Global Mission Secondary School (ages 12-18
yrs). Do to the distances students must travel this will be a boarding
school and the construction of dormitories is essential. In addition the
construction of housing for teachers and volunteer missionaries will
be needed. Tanzania's school system is catered towards the
wealthy. Less than 30 percent of students achieve secondary
education, and the language barrier between primary and secondary
education is much of the issue. The language of education for primary
school is Kiswahili while the language of secondary school is
English. Please see the February mission board for more details..
Thanks, Deb Hammer

NEW WEDNESDAY
NIGHT
CHURCH SERVICE
We started Wednesday
Night services on January
8th at Central UMC The hope of the worship committee is that
this will make it easier for families with children, as Wednesday is reserved for church events in the Grantsburg School
District. We will try this as a congregation for 4 months and
see how it works. The members of the worship committee welcome all feed-back.
Upcoming Dates: February 12, March 11, and April 15
Note: There will be no Service the Sunday following these

Admin Council Meeting
6:30 pm ~ February 11th
Central UMC
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atlas NEWS
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23

Feb. 16

Liturgists

Ushers

PLANET
GREEN
INK JET
RECYCLING

Fellowship
Kristie Olson

Cleaning

(Note the date starts with the Sunday to be cleaned and the rest of that
week is your responsibility also.)

1/26 & 2/2
28/ & 2/16
2/23 & 3/1

Sunday School
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23

(Older/Middle/Kindergarten)

Do you have used ink jet cartridges or old
cell phones? Every one that you donate to
the church provides extra money to fund
Atlas Church’s Ministry and outreach.
Thank you for your continued support of
this program!

/Jamie Stephen/Josie Grimes
Jamie Steffen/Kristie OlsonBrianna Olson
/
/
/
/

INCOME TOWARD
ATLAS’ BUDGET
Betty Wilson
2/18

Debra Kunze
2/19
Dorothy Melin
2/22

Charles & Dorothy
Melin

ADMINISTRATIVE
COUNCIL MEETING
February 17
6:00 pm

2/17

Offerings:
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

$
860.00
$
166.00
$ No Service
$ Unavailable

Total

$1026.00 (as of 1/19)

$3278.84 - Needed per Month to cover
expenses. $2252.84 shortage for January.

Thank you for your faithful financial
support of the ministry of Atlas
church!
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2nd
Collecting Soup and/or
$1.00 to support Loaves &
Fishes Food Pantry

February 2 ~ Blessings to the Leadership Sunday

&

February 26 ~ Ash. Wednesday @ Central 5:30
April 9 ~ Maundy Thursday @ Central 6:00
April 10 ~ Good Friday @ Atlas 6:00
April 12 ~ Easter Sunday

LOAVES & FISHES NEEDS
OUR ONGOING SUPPORT
On Communion Sunday, Feb. 2nd you
are invited to bring food for the
Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry in Luck .
We do keep a basket out for donations
brought at any time as well.

LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY
Monthly Report ~ December 2019

Households Served
Adults
Children
Total People

78
132
36
168

USDA Food Received
Groceries Purchased

Luck School District 30
Unity School District 48
Other
0
New Families: Unity 4 Luck 3, Other 0
1055#
635#

NON-USDA (Donations) 1623#
Volunteer Hours 62

Items Needed: Peanut Butter, soups and crackers
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St. croix falls NEWS
REMEMBER THE
FOOD SHELF

On Communion Sundays, you are
invited to bring in donations for the
SCF Food Pantry... just be sure your
food items have not expired.

HELPING HANDS

COMMUNION SUNDAY: 2/2/20
Liturgists
All of Feb. Kathy Gionis
Ushers
All of Feb. Marjorie Broker
Altar Flowers
All of Feb. Karen Sciacca
Coffee Hour
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23

Karen Sciacca
Administrative Council

Communion / Paraments
Feb. 2
Kathy & Peter Gionis
Money Counter(s)
All of Feb. Peter Gionis
Potluck
St. Croix Falls
Admin Council Meeting

Joseph Murtaugh
2/2
Kathleen Gionis
2/12
Scott Andrews
2/22

Thursday, February 20th
5:00 pm

SCF POTLUCK
Thurs., Feb. 20th
6:00 pm
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Amazon Smile—Support us when you shop anytime!
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the Upper St. Croix Parish.
The money we receive will be used to support our parish’s next generation. Thank
you to those who are using the link below when shopping through Amazon. Please
feel free to share this link with anyone you know who shops through Amazon. You
receive the same products at the same price yet you can make a big difference in
supporting our youth!
Copy and past the address below (or click on the link if you’re seeing it
electronically) into your browser and then bookmark the page for future use. Once
you log into your account you can bookmark that and it will save your information if
you make that selection! Thank you for your support!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7429002

Vintage Syracuse Mayflower
Red China for Sale
If interested please contact:
Mary McNally
715-791-8010
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MISCELLANEOUS CONT...

Lenten Bible Study & Soup Bowl

WORSHIP SERVICE
SCHEDULE
St. Croix Falls
10:00 am

Every Thursday 5:00-6:30 (SCF)
Every Monday time-TBD (Grantsburg & Atlas)
Lenten Book Study will begin the week after
Ash Wednesday (Expected).
Sign-up sheets will be out soon.

Atlas & Grantsburg
at Grantsburg UMC
5:30 pm

FEBRUARY 2, 2020
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YOUTH GROUP
RETREAT
March 6th & 7th
Watch the weekly bulletins and March
Newsletter for details!

February 5th 6:30 pm
Grantsburg UMC
February 19th 6:30 pm
Atlas UMC

Go Fish Gatherings
Upcoming
Meetings:

February 5th &
February 19th
4:00 to 5:30 pm
Central UMC

The Youth Group/Confirmation Class
will be putting on a Spaghetti Dinner
to raise money for their Youth Retreat
on March 6th & 7th. Please spread the
word and join them for a delicious dinner followed by Wednesday Worship
Service at 6:45 pm.
Wednesday, February 12th
6:00 pm Spaghetti Dinner
6:45 Worship Service
Grantsburg UMC
Confirmation/ students and
the Youth Group will be volunteering at Feeding my
Starving Children in the
Twin Cities with the Youth
Group at Grace UMC in
Webster on February 29th..
Watch for additional
information in the
weekly bulletins.
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Polk County Food Shelves
Amery

Amery Food Shelf—230 Deronda Street, Amery
Food Shelf is located in the old Amery Regional Medical Center Building.
Call (715) 268- 5999 before 12:00 noon on Wednesday. Leave name and
number on voice mail. Open Thursday 2-6 pm.
Area of service: Amery school district only
The Congregational Church—201 Harriman Ave. North, Amery
Food distribution: 9-10:30 am every 2nd Saturday of the month . Registration
is 7 am to 9:30 am. 715-268-7390 Special note: No economic r estr ictions;
however, a $20.00 donation is asked to help cover the cost of the truck.
Ruby’s Pantry –www.amery.ucc.org or office.amer yucc@gmail.com
Area of service: County wide

Dresser

People Loving People --- 103 E. Main Street, Dresser
Monday and Saturday 11 am – 1 pm Wednesday 2 pm – 5 pm
Phone: 715-501-4657

Frederic

Family Pathways Food Shelf—1100 Wisconsin Ave South, Frederic
Phone 715-327-4425
Open Tuesday 9 am—6 pm, Thursday 9 am—6 pm, Saturday 9 am—12pm
For best service please call for appointment.

Luck

Loaves and Fishes Interfaith Food Pantry—300 North 1st Street, Luck
Pantry is located in the back of the DBS Hall
Open Tuesday & Thursday 11 am—1 pm
Phone (715) 472-2003
Area of service: Luck & Unity School Districts

Osceola

The Open Cupboard Food Shelf—402 2nd Avenue, Osceola
Call for appointment: 715-294-4357
Open Monday-Friday 8 am – 5 pm
(The Open Cupboard also has used furniture & clothing)
Area of service: Osceola & Dresser school district

St. Croix Falls

St Croix Falls Food Shelf—809 Pine Street, St Croix Falls
Phone: 715-520-2397
Open Monday 9 am—11 am Wednesday 3 pm—6 pm Friday 9 am – 10 am
Area of service: SCF school district, Dresser elementary, Centuria, Cushing
& portions of Balsam Lake & Taylors Falls
Family Pathways Food Shelf—2000 US Hwy 8, St Croix Falls
Phone: 715-483-2920
Open Monday 9–5 pm, Tuesday 9-5 pm, Wednesday 12 pm– 6 pm, Thursday
9-5 pm, Friday 9–5 pm, & Saturday 9-Noon
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Burnett County Emergency Food Shelves and Distributions
Grantsburg Area Food Shelf N o cost
Serving residents of the Grantsburg School District
Open Thursday 9:30am-11:30am;
EMERGENCIES ONLY on Tuesday 9:30am -11:30am
Allowed to come 2 times a month
Located between the Library and the Village Hall Office,
320 South Brad St., Grantsburg, WI
Indianhead Community Action Agency- "Connections" N o cost
Serving all Burnett County residents
Open 10am-3pm Monday, Tuesday & Friday
Located in Webster next to the Holiday Gas Station
(715) 866-8151
Ruby`s Food Shelf- Siren N o cost
Serving residents of the Siren & Webster School Districts
Open 10:00am-2pm Monday & Friday
10:00am-4pm Wednesday
Closed Thursday
**You`re asked to be there at least 30 minutes before close
Located at 24534 State Hwy 35/70 (Ruby`s Secondhand)
(715)349-RUBY (7829)
Ruby`s Monthly Food Distributions Bring ow n boxes or baskets Donation: $20
For dates, times, and locations (no location restrictions at this time), visit http://
www.rubyspantry.org/distribution/distschedule.htm
Second Harvest Food Distribution N o cost
First and Third Thursday of every month
Starts at 11:00am until food is gone
Located at Connections in Webster
(next to the Holiday Gas Station)
This distribution is offered to anyone in need of food; please help get the word out
St. Croix Chippewa Commodities Distribution
24663 Angeline Ave., Webster
349-2195, Becky Reynolds
Food distribution: Monday to Thursday 7:30am-4:30pm
(Native American Income Eligible Only)
Closed first week of each month for inventory. Can only receive one time per month. A variety of items are available each month and may include canned meats; juice; canned
foods; dry goods; frozen meats; cheese; rice and pasta; fresh produce.
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