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ñRejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.ò - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
There is a novel, Robinson Crusoe, written by Daniel Defoe. It is a story about 
a man shipwrecked on a desert island. After that, he had to lead a solitary life. 
Then he realized that he became a "thrown being" regardless of his will.  All 
the other colleagues were all drowned, and only he was alive. He had no 
clothes to wear, but the climate was so hot that he did not need any clothes at 
all. And he had no weapon to defend himself, but there were no wild beasts 
attacking him like he saw when he went to Africa in the past. 
 
Robinson had no one to talk to so he taught a parrot to talk. Even though he did not have the 
necessary materials and tools, he believed that God supplied the most basic things that he needed 
to live through a broken ship. Therefore, he finally learned a very valuable lesson, that he could 
find at least something to be thankful for even in the midst of a miserable situation. 
 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18a, Paul said, ñRejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances.ò Actually, when he was writing this letter to the church at Thessalonica, he was 
struggling with great suffering. Then, what made him to be thankful in the midst of hardship?  

 
First, Paul was not thankful for the richness associated with ómaterial possessions.ô 
Secondly, he was not thankful for an easy life, rather he was thankful for having óa 
thorn in the flesh.ô Thirdly, he was not thankful for óbeing exalted.ô However, he was 
only thankful for knowing Christ in his life. He regarded everything as loss except 
gaining Jesus Christ. (Philippians 3:8) Therefore, he could rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, and give thanks in all circumstances. 
  

We may not able to live just like Robinson Crusoe or Paul, but at 
least we could learn something from their attitude of being thankful. 
As we wait for the coming of Jesus, I sincerely hope and pray that 
we remember the most important reason to be thankful that we have. 
It is Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Since he came to us, we are 
able to rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks in all 
circumstances. 
 
Blessings, 
 
          Pastor Ran Yoo 



The Stain That Will Not Go Away 
 

As United Methodist Christians we have so very much to celebrate.  We are 

known globally for our good works and life-giving, life-saving ministries.  I am 

so proud to serve as president of our General Board of Global Ministries and 

to see the impact UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 

continues to make.  My heart swells to see the dedicated women and men 

serving in so many ways to bring mercy, justice, healing, and restoration to the world.  It is an important 

mission that we have é ®~ {]yj o]r®qo¯z hr«fr§zj« ~o ;j«¯« *qªr«® µq~ f]| µ~ªy ®~pj®qjª e· 4~hô« pª]fj ]|h 

guidance to transform our world into the very image of heaven on earth. 

 

But as the Council of Bishops met earlier this month, we engaged in a humbling, troubling, and urgent 

conversation about racism in our country and world.  In many ways, in many places, and with many people we 

q]´j {]hj pªj]® «®ªrhj« r| qj]z®q· ª]fj ªjz]®r~|«Ú  !® ®qj «]{j ®r{jÕ µj zr´j r| ]| ñ¯«-®qj{ò f¯z®¯ªj ®q]® 

too often focuses more on differences and divisions than on commonalities and connections.  We see a rise in 

hate crimes that are racially, ethnically, theologically, or culturally motivated and cannot help but question why 

µj f]||~® h~ ej®®jªÚ  Vq]® ª~zj {]· ®qj fq¯ªfq §z]· r| ñeªj]yr|p h~µ| ®qj hr´rhr|p µ]zz«ò ]|h jzr{r|]®r|p ®qj 

ñq~«®rzr®·ò ®q]® zj]h« ®~ hj«®ª¯f®r~|Õ ´r~zj|fjÕ ]|h §ªjx¯hrfjÛ  Vq]® r« ~¯ª µr®|j««Û 

 

Vj ]ªj ] §j~§zj e~~yj|hjh e· ®qj O~µjª ~o )]ejz µqjªj ~¯ª ñz]|p¯]pj µ]« f~|o¯«jhò æ4j|j«r« ¿¿ç ]|h µj 

could no longer maintain a unity of understanding and mutuality, and a Pentecost where by the power of the 

Holy Spirit language difference was conquered and we became a people of a common faith, hope, and love all 

empowered by that same Spirit (Acts 2). 

 

Vq]® r« r® r| ®qj q¯{]| §«·fqj ®q]® z~~y« o~ª µ]·« ®~ x¯hpj ]|h «¯«§jf® ]|h oj]ª ñ®qj ~®qjªÛò  Vq· r« 

ñhroojªj|®ò e]hÛ  6| ]z{~«® j´jª· q¯{]| j|hj]´~ª é from agriculture to biology, from meteorology to 

chemistry, from art to literature to music to culinary arts é we understand that diversity, complementarity, 

contrast, and harmony are positive and healthy and good.  Why does this same essential wisdom not translate 

to the whole, broad, diverse, and eclectic reality that is the human race? 

 

Skin color, language, dress, worldview, culture é none of these things in and of themselves is good or bad, 

ej®®jª ~ª µ~ª«jÕ «¯§jªr~ª ~ª r|ojªr~ªÚ  Xj«Õ ®qj· ]ªj hroojªj|®Õ e¯® µq~ ]ªj µj ®~ «]· ñ~¯ª« r« ej®®jª ®q]| 

®qjrª«Ûò  ;j«¯« ®j]fqj«Õ ]|h I]¯z f~|orª{«Õ ®q]® µj ]ªj ~|j é no longer Greek or Jew, slave or free, male or 

female (this or that, either/or) é we have been drawn together in love and grace and kindness and holy 

generosity to be forgiven our failings and flaws and to be made one in Christ. 

 

Our Bishops are engaged in continuing work through a Dismantling Racism Task Force.  In our own Annual 

Conference, our Connectional Table has made the elimination of institutional racism a core priority of its work.  

It is critically important that we open our eyes to the reality in our culture and be honest about violent acts 

motivated by race, and do all we can to oppose them.  Let us pray together that we might view all people as 

sisters and brothers, let us celebrate what we share in common as well as what we each uniquely bring to the 

f~{{¯|r®·Õ ]|h zj® ¯« «®]|h ®~pj®qjª r| ~§§~«r®r~| ®~ ]|· ]f® ~o §ªjx¯hrfjÕ erp~®ª·Õ er]«Õ ]|h ª]fr«{Ú  )· 4~hô« 

pª]fjÕ ;j«¯«ô yr|h f~{§]««r~|Õ ]|h ®qj j{§~µjª{j|® ~o ®qj 5~z· M§rªr®Õ {]· µj µr®|j«« ®~ ®qj p~~h|j«« ~o 

!== ~o 4~hô« §j~§zjÚ 

 

Blessings, 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung  



Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a 
multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 
with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must 
do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must 
do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be 
glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 4:8-11a , NRSV)  
 
In addition to being secure in Godôs abundance, good stewards need to be 
oriented toward building a community of love. We do this because it is 
what God wants for us and because it glorifies God: our community of love 
is God made visible to those who cannot see him. The community of love 
has many aspects:  
 
Loving God. In order to best love others, we must love God first. This is 
the greatest commandment and the source of our love.  
 
Loving one another. More than loving others as ourselves, we are called to 
recognize that we share the same shortcomings and sinfulness in the 
eyes of God. Therefore, in constant love for one another we avoid being 
judgmental and practice forgiveness.  
 
Living out our giftedness in the Body of Christ. We share the gifts that the 
Holy Spirit has bestowed on us in order to build the church. We have all 
things in common: we study scripture and pray together, we are in 
fellowship and break bread together, we give generously and distribute the 
proceeds to meet our needs and the needs of others.  
 
Witnessing to Godôs glory. We as individuals and as the church exist to 
glorify God. The community of love is a light that shines for all to see. This 
stewardship season let us remember not just what we give, but why we 
give: so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ.  
 
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

 GIVING  

The Community of Love  

December 2018  
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PLEASE CONSIDER USING AMAZON SMILE FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAY PURCHASESé 
 

Amazon Smile  
 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as 
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the Upper St. Croix Parish. 

 
The money earned will be used to support our parishôs next generation.  Thank you to those who are using the link 
below when shopping through Amazon.  Please feel free to share this link with anyone you know who shops 

through Amazon.  You receive the same products at the same price yet you can make a big difference in 
supporting our youth! 
 

Copy and past the address below (or click on the link if youôre seeing it electronically) into your browser and then 
bookmark the page for future use.  Once you log into your account you can bookmark that and it will save your 
information if you make that selection!  Thank you for your support! 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7429002 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7429002

